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Followers of the game in New 
South Wales can look forward 
to a feast of football next 
summer when many clubs 
from our State participate for 
the first time in full scale 
Paul 


Goodwin investigates. 


summer SOCCeYr. 


The National Soccer League (NSL) has 
already chosen to reduce its own elite, 
summer division to twelve clubs when the 
competition resumes in October and is 
examining proposals to introduce a new 
Second Division which would operate in 
tandem with the existing NSL first divi- 
sion. 

In addition, the NSW 
Federation is forging ahead with its own 
plans to switch what is essentially now the 
Super League to the summer months. 

The effect of these moves will be far 
more summer soccer for everybody. 


Soccer 


While not everyone is in favour of the 
ideas coming out of either organisation, 
for reasons which we will examine, many 
are, nevertheless, keenly in favour. 

At this stage it is unclear which teams 
would feature in the NSL Second Division 
and just how regional it would need to be. 

It could include all four clubs culled 
from the existing division, plus fringe 
clubs from the various State leagues. 

It could also introduce some new 
clubs altogether, perhaps formed by enter- 
prising franchise operators not quite ready 
for the major outlays of the NSL proper, 
but anxious to test the waters. 

The repercussions will be felt at State 
level all over the country, none more so 
than in the major States of NSW and 
Victoria, where both Federations are going 
ahead with summer soccer. 


most clubs intent on participating in either 
of the two competitions, the NSW Super 
League is ultimately dependent on know- 
ing who will be in the NSL before it can 
finalise its own selection of clubs. 

Super Soccer spoke to former players, 
coaches, administrators and supporters to 
gauge public opinion on the issues. 

Among the supporters we spoke to 
were three who have followed the game 
for many years and watched a multitude of 
clubs in action. 

One of Northern Spirit’s most avid fol- 
lowers, Darren Bozinoski, has been watch- 
ing the new side play since its formation, 
but already had a close interest in the 
game. He is a regular in the Bob Stand at 
each home game and travels widely to fol- 
low the team too. 

The spectre of existing clubs being 
culled compelled him to speak out against 
the concept with some heartfelt words 
expressed on the Spirit supporters’ email 
discussion group. 

These were some of his comments: 

“I am a vehement opponent of cutting 
clubs. 

“Look at it this way. Our beloved Spirit 
would be culled if the criteria were set dif- 
ferently. Think about it; at work when 
there are retrenchments who are the first 
to go? It’s last in first out. Power and 
Spirit were last in, so they should be the 
first out. “ 

Not that Darren is advocating that; 
merely giving an example of how the rules 
can be changed to achieve a pre-ordained 
outcome. 

“Tf a club dies, a club dies, but you don’t 
kill clubs, it makes the league look ridicu- 
lous. Where else in the world has a foot- 
ball club been killed? 

“A Second division in this country 
won't work, because of our geography; 
even the strongest State league team would 
not be able to compete. 

“How does say, Leichhardt pay for its 


SOCCER Il 


and so on, considering all they have is 
Lambert Park?” 

Darren feels that clubs should be 
allowed to die of natural causes, not be put 
to their death by administrators. He does, 
however, believe that in the long run the 
newer, mainstream clubs will be the best- 
supported ones. 

One of his Spirit associates, Tony 
Calder, a member of the official supporters 
committee, is another who followed the 
game long before the Northern suburbs 
side came along. 

“OK, at the outset I have to admit that 
I don’t follow the game very closely at 
State level - not since I used to play any- 
way,’ he laughed. 

“However, I can foresee problems for 
introducing summer soccer at State level. 

“Firstly, will all the clubs be able to 
afford proper lights? I wouldn’t want to 
see the situation that exists in the NSL, 
where some teams play during the heat of 
a summer’s afternoon because they don’t 
have lights or can’t afford to turn them on. 

-“Secondly, what about the reserves and 
under-age levels - they won’t all be able to 
play evenings, so some matches will have 
to be played during the day - unless the 
reserves stay with a winter comp, but that 
would be an administrative nightmare,” he 
went on. 

“I have always been of the opinion that 
football is a winter sport, at least in a coun- 
try with our climate. I now feel that the 
game has attained sufficient popularity 
that swapping the NSL back to winter 
would not affect crowds too badly, but 
maybe [’'m dreaming. . . 

“There are certainly some good reasons 
for a summer season, particularly if FIFA 
introduces a world calendar - although it 
will be interesting to see what the feed- 
back is from southern 

hemisphere powerhouses like 
Argentina, if they are asked to change their 
calendar to fit in with Europe! 


for and against, but I still feel we should be 
playing in winter - too much danger to the 
players otherwise. 

“I think the introduction of a Second 
Division is a good thing (and probably 
what the NRL should have done). Yes, 
there will be problems with lack of 
finances for some of the teams in the 
Second Division, and they will get less 
media attention, but I think it will add 
overall to the season. 

“No longer will teams simply coast for 
the rest of the season once they can’t 
make the finals - they will have to worry 
about avoiding relegation. I suspect it will 
not be a great success when it is first intro- 
duced, but I hope that Soccer Australia 
sticks with it, because I think it has poten- 
tial. 

Another supporter who has seen a 
multitude of matches at all levels of the 
game both here and _ overseas is 
Sutherland-based Mark Taylor who has 
spent many of his adult years globe trot- 
ting as a‘ground-hopper’ in search of good 
football in Europe and all over Australia. 

He saw his first Northern Spirit game 
only recently after returning from an 18 
month sojourn which took him as a spec- 
tator to places as far flung as the Czech 
Republic, Germany, Holland, Portugal and 
Scotland. 

Taylor knows his State League football 
and feels that the key to any Second 
Division and summer soccer as well is the 
matter of promotion and relegation. 

He points to the ‘pyramid system’ exist- 
ing in England where, below the Football 
League, the organisation of the game 
tapers to allow for regionalisation, but also 
allows for promotion through the ranks to 
the League itself, providing that certain cri- 
teria can be satisfied. 

“I think the Second Division is a place 
for clubs to join when they first are 
formed. All this annual changing is crazy; 
promotion and relegation should be 
through performance on the field? he 
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insisted. 

Taylor is another who prefers the win- 
ter months for his soccer, but if there is to 
be a summer Super League he says it must 
be with some guarantee that the winner 
can progress to the next tier. 

“If there is a Second Division then the 
Super League winners should at least be 
given a chance of promotion in a play-off 
with the last couple of clubs in that divi- 
sion and the other State League winners,’ 
he explained. 

“It should become a natural feeder to 
the NSL, even if it is just one division. 
There is too much protection for existing 
clubs.” he wound up. 

The matter of being a natural feeder is 
a common theme. 

Two of the clubs who may be angling 
for inclusion in the NSL in the long term - 
and certainly the Super League in October 
- are Blacktown City and Penrith Panthers. 

Both have tasted NSL action in the 
past, in a regionalised league and are as 
keen as they were more than a decade ago 
to be involved again. 

Penrith have made great strides and 
while they are in their first season of Super 
League, playing to encouraging crowds at 
Andrews Road Field in Penrith, they see 
themselves as an arm of the huge Panthers 
operation at Panthers Park and expect to 
make it their home, too. 

In order to do that they need to at least 
play in the summer Super League and in 
time make a bid for entry to an expanded 
NSL. 

Summer soccer would fit in well for 
them; Panthers could accommodate them 
better with their own rugby league winter 
program and thus provide a more consis- 
tent surface. 

Penrith president, Alan Perkins, says 
that he and the club are 100 per cent 
behind the move to summer soccer. 

“We have been careful and at the same 
time most determined to use local players, 
bringing many back to the area now that 
we have a higher standard to offer them,” 
he elaborated. 

“The local business community is 
responding to us well and we just need to 
know as soon as possible whether we will 
be in or not; Panthers Leagues Club would 
like to plan their budgets and need to 
know what we are doing. 
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“I know that if there is a Second 
Division AND a summer Super League it 
will be tougher for everyone to attract 
spectators. That will be three groups of 
supporters, including the NSL itself. 

“But our advantage is that we have a 
very strong and loyal local following and 
once we get all the best locally produced 
players back to play with us I feel the 
crowds will flock to our games. “ 

Blacktown City’s Director of senior 
football and its associated West Ham 
Academy, Don O’Regan, has no doubt 
about the Demons’ future intentions. 

“We are looking at playing at the high- 
est level possible. We are not going to rush 
in until we see what the criteria are and we 
would be making a balanced judgement 
regarding entry to a Second Division of the 
NSL, O’Regan insisted. 

O’Regan was another to mention the 
need for promotion and relegation. 

“If it has opportunities for promotion 
then we would be interested” he contin- 
ued. 

“The NSL should be the best competi- 
tion for the best clubs and geography 
should not be a factor. If we and a number 
of other clubs in Sydney or even in our 
own area meet the criteria and do well on 
the field, then we should be allowed to par- 
ticipate,” he stressed. 

O’Regan sees no conflict between a 
NSW Super League operating in the sum- 
mer and the NSL. 

“The competitions should be comple- 
mentary,” he maintained. 

“They are not competing for the same 
supporters; we each have our own.” 

What O’Regan is concerned about, 
however, is that the concept of summer 
soccer may be being embraced by some 
NSW clubs as change for the sake of 
change, a forlorn hope that their own cit- 
cumstances will improve all by themselves 
with the move of seasons. 

“Without proper marketing by the 
clubs and the game itself, summer soccer 
will not provide any automatic recipe for 
success. Much work will need to be done 
to enable it to succeed. Clubs need to 
realise this,” he offered. 

By contrast, another Super League suc- 
cess story, Macarthur Rams, are very much 
against the switch to the summer months. 

After deliberation by the board of the 


club and the office bearers of the district 

association, they decided unanimously to 

opt out of summer soccer on the basis that 

the remaining clubs who did not make the 

move to the summer would form a strong 

winter competition and provide 
continuity for their juniors. 

Rams’ chairman Jeff Duggan said that 
the move would not suit an association- 
based club, with the bulk of its support 
coming from young people who played 
other sports in the summer. 

“They get into cricket mode in the sum- 
mer and we already have a high drop-off 
rate among the over 13s; this would make 
things worse. 

He said that his club acted on the 
assumption that kids have the biggest say 
in the market place today and are the ones 
to bring the parents along to games, not the 
other way around. 

They would not be wanting to go to 
soccer, even at night, once their own play- 
ing of sport had switched to summer activ- 
ities, in the opinion of the association’s 
members. 

On the other hand, Macarthur feel that 
a Second Division for the NSL is a good 
idea for the stronger clubs which base their 
support around more senior followers and 
have licensed clubs to finance them. 

While supporters and some administra- 
tors are cautiously optimistic, or in some 
cases very wary of the concept, coaches 
and former players are very much in favour 
of the idea. 

Three past winners of the NSW Player 
of the Year award, Henry Sobczyk who won 
in 1985, Bill Pilovski in 1986 and Paul 
Carter, in the late 90s, are all in favour. 

More recently involved on the field as 
players, Pilovski and Carter are now pursu- 
ing coaching careers as well, with many 
years of involvement in the State scene 
behind them. 

Sobczyk, who won while at the now 
defunct Polonia and has subsequently 
coached at Auburn and CSI Schofields, 
believes in change. 

Henry believes that the close summer 
ties between NSL and Super League will 
enable players to concentrate on their 
game at that time of the year no matter 
which of the two or three levels they play 


Continued on page 31... 


If I Could... 


We asked Joe Bruni of Leichhardt what he would do if he could ... 


.. be the coach of a club for a day 
(eg. which club or team, what would you 
do) 
Lazio. I’ve supported Lazio all my life and 
it would be a great learning experience as 
they are the in-form team in Europe at pre- 
sent. 

.. be another player for a day 
I would have to say Gabriel Batistuta of 
Fiorentina, as he makes scoring goals look 
SO easy. 

.. be another sportsman for a day 
Michael Jordan. Just to experience being 
the greatest basketballer in the world. 


.. correct one mistake ’'ve made 


Being disrespectful to my mother. 


... give advice to young players 


Set your goals and strive to achieve them. 


.. be anything other than a footballer 
A tennis player. 

... get my bands on $1 million to spend 
in a day 
A Ferrari 355 Spider and a house on the 
water. 

.. have a free supply of one thing for the 
rest of my life 


Probably a never-ending supply of Ferraris! 


i ue hm iy aay 
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Fairfield Bulls 2 (Borg 33’ 74’) - Eastern 
Suburbs 0 


Fairfield Bulls: Dragan Pupovac, George 
Zabetakis, Michael Cavallaro, Damien 
Luksic, Sam Larocca, Paul Bourke, 
Devrim Huseyin, Darren locca, Matthew 
Borg, Roman Nikolic (Fernando 
Pellegrino 76’), Marc Hoenselaars (Allan 
Wawi 78’) 


Shots: 13 
Corners: 2 
Fouls: 21 
Cautions: Roman Nikolic 53’ 
Hoenselaars 69’ Sam Larocca 70’ 


Marc 


Eastern Suburbs: Con Anastasiadis, 
David Segreto, Mathew Dihm, Craig 
Sharpley, Yavus Ekinci, Jimmy Aschner, 
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Steve McComb, Peter Pullicino, Aaron 
Holst, Ben Deighan, David Blinoff (John 
Pillemer 78’) 


Shots: 23 

Corners: 9 

Fouls: 12 

Cautions: David Blinoff 22’ 


Referee: Nick Asargiotis 
Linesmen: R Koffler, MCollins 


Attendance : 350 
Super Soccer Rating : 3 


“It was our worst performance of the 
three games we've played thus far but 
remarkably we got the points,’ concluded 
Fairfield Bulls coach, Joe Watson, after he 
watched his side scratch out a 2-0 win over 


an unlucky Eastern Suburbs outfit at 
Nineveh Field. 

“Lose today and we were in all sorts of 
trouble” Watson continued in reference to 
his side’s bottom placing going into the 
match. 

Both Easts and Fairfield had been lan- 
guishing at the bottom of the Super 
League ladder and were looking to the 
clash to relieve the mounting pressure of 
three successive losses. Watson in particu- 
lar had been feeling the heat midweek, but 
the mood in the camp was confident bely- 
ing their ladder position and the expecta- 
tions of their fans. 

Eastern Suburbs went into the match 
without defender Matty Shepherd while 
for Fairfield they were still looking at a 
hefty injury list with names such as 


Michael Vrankovic, Milan Savic and Chris 
Giometti joining a suspended Phil Treharn 
in the grandstand. Joe Watson pulled a 
brave tactical move before the opening 
whistle when he moved Marc Hoenselaars 
to a wide position on the left and part- 
nered Matthew Borg with Roman Nikolic 
up front. Hoenselaars, who has been ham- 
pered by a slight injury to his leg in recent 
weeks, relished the wide open spaces and 
his match up with the dimunitive David 
Blinoff proved to be a masterstroke as he 
broke free and turned provider in the 
Bulls’ first goal. 

It was the 33rd minute when 
Hoenselaars took on Blinoff and raced 
wide down the left hand touchline before 
he hooked the ball across the Easts 
defence to find the lurking Matthew Borg 
on the edge of the area. Borg turned his 
man and was able to get on the outside of 
him before he sent the ball past the out- 
stretched arms of Con Anastasiadis in the 
Easts goal. Easts were not without their 
chances in the first half and despite Borg’s 
goal they had twice as many opportunities 
as the home side to open the scoring. 
Both Jimmy Aschner and Ben Dieghan, the 
Easts strikers, were a handful for the Bulls 


Matthew Borg flies high over Matthew Dihm. 


defence but time and time again they were 
unable to muster a shot to test Fairfield 
goalkeeper Dragan Pupovac. 

Their best opportunity in the first half 
came when Aschner was bundled over in 
the Bulls box in the 39th minute. Much to 
the hoots and hollers of the vocal home 
crowd, referee Nick Asargiotis bravely 
pointed the spot and up stepped the usu- 
ally reliable Craig Sharpley. Sharpley blast- 
ed his shot to the right of Bulls’ goalkeeper 
Dragan Pupovac who brilliantly threw out 
his right hand to deflect the ball harmless- 
ly around the post. It was a bitter pill for 
the energetic Easts side to swallow as they 
had fought hard in the opening half to cre- 
ate twice as many chances as the Bulls. 
McComb, Ekinci and Blinoff had exerted a 
clear dominance in midfield as Larocca and 
co were left chasing shadows in the latter 
part of the first half. 

The second half continued in much the 
same vein as the first. Easts were quick to 
gain the ascendancy in the midfield and 
time and time again Sharpley, Segreto and 
Dihm were able to push forward from the 
back and seemingly create chances at will. 
The killer blow came in the 74th minute 
when the Wanderers had the bulls pinned 


down in their own half. Two good chances 
from Aschner had been cleared off the 
Bulls line when their skipper George 
Zabetakis decided to inject himself into 
the midfield. Driving out of his own half 
Zabetakis took on the Easts defence and 
charged down the right flank. His cross to 
Matthew Borg was inch perfect and he did 
the rest blasting a shot past a hapless 
Anastasiadis. 

The Wanderers continued to push for- 
ward but it seemed the harder they tried 
the more the Bulls defence tightened. 
David Blinoff was substituted for John 
Pillemer with just twelve minutes to go 
and briefly it seemed Easts could pull 
something out of the fire. Sharpley and 
Dihm continued to inject themselves into 
the forward line but some stout defending 
from the Bulls denied them any chance. 
Easts’ night was clearly summed up in the 
final few minutes when Jimmy Aschner 
locked onto a Craig Sharpley through-ball 
and turned brilliantly in the 6 yard box, 
only to scoop the ball out harmlessly past 
the post. 

For the Bulls they were best served by 
sweeper George Zabetakis who really 
threw himself into the match in the second 
half. Whenever he went forward the Bulls 
looked threatening and his involvement 
with Larocca and Bourke was a highlight. 
Despite the shot count going against them, 
the Bulls were tireless in their defensive 
endeavours and Joe Watson can feel well 
pleased with both Damien Luksic and 
Michael Cavallaro who shadowed Ben 
Deighan and Jimmy Aschner and literally 
drove both players to distraction. 

Despite the loss a clearly disappointed 
John Calleja was remarkably upbeat about 
the Wanderers effort. 

“I’m proud of the boys and very happy 
with the performance apart from the fact 
we were very tame in front of goal. We had 
eighty percent of the game and it was good 
the way the team dug in at vital stages.” 

Calleja was also quick to point out that 
there will be a lot of shooting practice at 
training this week ahead of a very tough 
away assignment against Super League’s 
form side, the Leichhardt Tigers. For the 


Bulls they face a difficult away trip to* 


Jensen Park next Sunday where they'll 
meet the in form and unbeaten Bankstown 


City. With Matthew Borg in goalscoring | 
form it could be a very interesting match . 


and one to really test the Bulls. 
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Lambert Park - Saturday 5 February - Kick Off 7.00pm 


LEICHHARDT TIGERS 


SOCCER CLUB 


Team Colours 


Maroon & Sky Blue Shirts 


White Shorts 
Maroon/Sky Blue Socks 
Coach: Les DeCelis 


1. Shaun Woods 

2. Fabio Macolino 
3. Blago Milicevic 
4. Andrew Dowling 
5. Michael Galluzzo 
6. Vuko Tomasevic 
7. Chris Lansdown 
8. James Stubbs-Mills 
9. David James 

10. Joe Bruni 

11. Steve Karavatakis 
12. Andrew Nicol 
13. Mite Talcevski 
14. Zoki Adioski 

15. Greg Fuchs 

16. Anthony Tesoro 
17. Chris Cowley 
18. Yane Talcevski 
19. Andrew Nolan 
20. Mark Catelli 
21. Andrew Falas 
22. Joshua Bulgin 
30. David Apps 


SOCCER 
FEDERATION 


1. Costa Anastasiadis 
2. David Segreto 

3. Mathew Dihm 

4. Craig Sharpley 

5. John Pillemer 

6. Matt Shepherd 

7. Yavuz Ekinci 

8. Rudy Jerkovic 

9. Jimmy Aschner 
10. Steve McComb 
11. Peter Pullicino 
12. Aaron Holst 

13. Talat Kice 

14. Menios Mitakidis 
15. Murat Kuru 

16. Malcolm Nicholls 
17. Ben Deighan 

18. David Blinoff 

22. Leo Premutico 


Coach: John Calleja | 


Team Colours 


Blue Shirts 


Blue Shorts 
Blue Socks- 
white/red stripes 


<j 
UNDER 21’S 


4. DAVID PROVAN 
5. JOHN PAUL BOUTROS 
6. RICKY WARD 
7. ADRIAN D'ONOFRIO 
8, ANGUS GOODRICK 
9. PAUL LOMBARDO 
10. BRETT MURRAY 
COACH: BILLY MCCOLL 


UNDER 13’S 


LEICHHARDT LEICHHARDT 
1. JAMES MEYER | 1. CAMERON MOORE 
2. MOHAMMED MUSLEMANI | 2. PAUL NICOLAOU 
3. TOM CORTE 3. LIAM CAMERON © 


4. MOUSSA CHAHINE 
5. DANIEL CUNNINGHAM 
6. JOSEPH CIANO 
7. ROBBIE CAMPAGNA 
8. MICHAEL O'RILEY 
| 9. ROBERT TRIMBOLI 
| 10. ANTHONY MAZZA 
11. FRANCESCO ZARRELLA 
12. DAVID HUTCHINSON 
13. JOSH DE'KELLY 
14. PETER TALCEVSK! 
15. MARIO RACITI 
16. RADE UNIPAN 
17. JONATHAN FARIAS 
30. MARK CARBONE 
COACH: JOHN ROMEO 


Proud Sponsors of Leichhardt Tigers 


LEICHHARDT TIGERS 


SOCCER CLUB 


Garay Soccer Club inc. 
Barilla Club Apia 
Continental Tyres 


Home Ground: Lambert Park, Marion Street, Leichhardt 
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Lynuvood Park - Saturday 5 February - Kickoff 7.00 pm 


Macarthur 


Team Colours 


10. Adrian Macerola 
11. Danial Cummins 
12. Gary Newall 

13. Colin McAusland 
14. Richard Lloyd 
15. Ghad Bishop 


1. Peter Munsie 1. Frank Mikuletic 
2. Graeme Goodfellow 2. Michael Raeburn 
3. Ben Willard 3: Adrian Molachino 
4. Gary Attard 4. Simon Fedele 
: 5. Matthew Percy 
5. Martin Bourke 6. Zoran Iie 
6. Matthew O'Shea 7. Jose Mendes 
7. lan McDonald 8. Scott Wells 
8. Paul Bentvelzen Ea 9. Steve Christoforidis 
9. Eric Williams wr 10. Jim Nikas 


11. Angelo Markopoulos 
12. Terry Sidiratos 

13. Aheleas Kotsopoulos 
14. Joe Ferraro 

15. Rudi Nasser 

16. Adrian Vizzari 

17. Robert Jerkovic 


Team Colours 


; -ey/White Shi 18. Vince Condoluci Blue Shirts 
Maroon & Grey/White Shirts 16. Tony Judge é 
Maroon & White/Grey Shorts 19. Patrick Galloway Blue Shorts 
Maroon & White/Grey Socks 18. Wes Horne 20. Jose Bello Amigo Blue Socks 


Coach: Brian Dene 


19. Dale Clayton 


21. Danny Giorgokopoulos 
22. Michael Tsigolis 
23. Terry Palapanis 


Coach: John Xipolitas 


UNDER 21’°S 5.00pm UNDER 138’S 3.00pm 
MACARTHUR CANTERBURY CANTERBURY 
1. CHAD TAYLOR 1. PETER SPOTHIS iB eee Been 


IS HENRICKSON- 


COACH: SCOTT HOUGHTON 


2. PETER TSIGOLIS 
3. DARIO TORRISI 
4. MIGUEL VIEIRA 
§. JOHN THEODOROPOULOS 
6. ANTHONY FALAS 
7. PATRICK GALLOWAY, 
8. JOEL DONNELLY 
9. CON STAVERIS 
10. GONCALO GUEDES. 
11. JOHN TESTONE 
12. ANDREAS SOUFERLIS 
COACH: ARTHUR KAZAS 


4, BRETT GILLELAND 
5. BRENDAN KEARNS 
6, EMANUEL MELIENDREZ 
7. MARCELO GUERRERO 


3. DENNIS DUNDOVIC. 
4. SCOTT THOMPSON 
5. DANIEL VELUANOVSKI 
6. ANTONY MERSIADES 
7. JONATHAN VAVASIS. 
8. MATT CULLA 
9. DAVID GIRALDO 


10. ZADEN JOSE-SANDAISS! 


11. MARKO GALANTE 
12. EMIL FADEL 
13. CHRIS KLAFAS 
14. AIDEN MCBARROR 
15, ARTHUR KAVGAS 
16. CHRIS CARMONA. 
17, NICK KUZMANOSKI 
18. KLIME VELJANOVSKI 
19. PHILLIP ZABAKS 
20, STUART VELLA 
COACH: IAN RAEBURN 


Macarthur Rams 


proudly sponsored by: 


Home Ground: Lynwood Park, Rangers Road, St Helens Park 


February 3, 2000 ¢ Vol 9, Issue 5  SuperSoccer © 11 


GR SUPER LEAGUE 


Central Coast 


PANTHERS COASTIES 


Team Colours 


Black with 
Red/Yellow/Green trim 


Coach: Stan Ackerley 


RITH 

1, LUKE MARTIN 
11. ALLAN PICKEN 
19. IVAN NECEVSKI 


STEVE ANDREWS 
KARIM BALLOOT 
GREG COLLINS 

LEIGH CROSS 

STEVE DIMOVSKI 

JON HAWKINS 


. Luke Martin 

. Steve Sweeney 
. Kaan Davies 

. Ben Wright 

. Martin Driene 

. Bob Casserly 

. Chris Ackerley 

. Danny Hinton 
10. Richard Astone 
11. Allan Picken 
15. Anthony Driene 
16. Jason Lewis 
18. Jonathon Grima 
22. Ivan Necevski 


Sandro Borsato, Brett Buckpitt, 
Simon Casserly, Paul Cleary, 
Greg Collins, Shane Crampton, 
John Grant, Garth Tehliwec, 

Greg Thomas, Alan Worobiej, and 
Robert Wozniczka. 


COON OWL WwW — 


_ 1. MATT COLLITS 

2. TRAVIS MAUDE 
3. DAVID CHANNELS 

4. DAN MORRIS: 

_ 6. NICK PURER 

6. MICK COATES 

7. STEPHEN BECH 

8. DANE HOKIN- 


DANIEL LOWNDS 9D SURI 
ate fect 


GLENN MACPHERSON 
PAUL PETROVSKI 
ADAM PIPER 
MICK RENNY 
NICK RYAN 
JASON SCIBERRAS 
GARTH TEHLIWEC 
MARK TOLAND 


ALAN WOROBIEJ 
ROBERT WOZNICZKA 
COACHS: DAVID CLOSE AND 
TONY STAMBOULE 
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SOCCER 
FEDERATION 


Penrith Panthers 


would like to thank the following sponsors... 


Panthers World of Entertainment, Glenmore Park Realty, 
Prospect Credit Union, Good Guys, Clarendon Homes 


Home Ground: Andrews Road Field, Andrews Road, Penrith 


1. Gary Meier 

2. Shaun Matthews 
3. Marcus Steele 
4. Mark Drysdale 
5. Adam Peatey 
6. Steve Cutler 
7. Peter Preston 
8. Shane Knight 
9. Nathan Byrn 
10. Paul Roberts 
11. Peter Ritchie 


12. Wes Bennett Team Colours 
13. Brent Demery 
14. Aaron Binskin Navy Blue coho peels 
16. Ryan Marshall Navy Blue Shorts-white/red 
17. Brett Jaeger aa 

eee 9 White Socks-Red/Blue tops 
18. Mitchell Daley Coach: Dale Eggleton 
19. Stuart Sontag 


22. Darren Moore 


CENTRAL COAST 


PENRITH 
1. MARK MIJAS 
2. GUS ORCAJO 
3. DANIEL WELLS 
4. PEARCE MCGUINESS © 
5. LUKE BOYD 
6. SIMON EMMANUEL 
7. DARRIN ROBERTSON 
8. MATTHEW SUMEGHY 
9. JOHNNY CHAVEZ 
10. ULAS AVSAR 
11. ASHLEY DE'ABEL 
12. ADAM KOZLOWSKI 
13. WASSIM BALLOOT 
14. ERCAN TOPAL 
15. GEOFF MENDHAM 
16. DENIS ILIC 
23. OWEN RODGERS 
24. JIMMY PANOPOULOS 
COACH: JOSE DJALO 


SUPER LEAGUE * 


St George Stadium - Saturday 5 February - Kick Off 7.00pm 


1. JAMES ADAMO 
2. RYAN TOOMBS 
3. ANTHONY CARLINO 
4, JOHNNY FOTIADIS 
5. BEN PROCTOR 
6. DAISUKE NAKAYAMA 
7. JAMIE DANASKOS 
8. SASHA SIMONOVSKI 
9. ANTHONY ADAMO 
10. LUKE CAIRNEY 
11, ZLATE KUZMANOVSKI 
12. DAVID HOFIERKA 
14. SHANE MERCER 
15. DAVID O'HAN 
16. BRAD CAMPBELL 
17. PETER ANDRIOTIS 
COACH: TREVOR TROTMAN 


Cenouron> 


Les Bihari 
George Maglis 
Simon Verrender 
Nick Bolianitis 
Michael Kladis 
Mark Brennan 
Max Sevares 
Cameron Watson 
Angelo Petratos 


. Jim Bakis 

. Elias Augerinos 
. Matthew Galea 
. Billy Petrovski 
. Stefan Janic 
15. 
16. 
We 
20. 


Archilleas Markopoulos 
Manuel Papageorgiou 
Alex Leris 

Stacy Alogdellis 


1. NATHAN REID 
2. LEE MAYBERRY 
3. RUSSELL HALL 
4. JON PRZYDACZ 
5. CLINT MAYBERRY 
6. MAT BROWN 
7. ROLAND WEBER 
8. NATHAN WYNNE 
9. ADAM KWASNIK 
10. FILLIPE BACCAN 
11. ROD HUTCHINSON 
COACH: TOM MCMORROW. 


Blacktown City 


1. Fernando Greco 
2. Paul Yates 

3. Steve Riches 

4. Damien Foxe 

5. Chris Bradley 

6. Damon Langan 
7. Paul Dee 

8. Peter Sermani 

9. Mark Hagger 

10. Jason Bennett 
11. Damien Brown 
14. Brendan Salamah 
15. Paul Marosevic 
16. Sean Lane 

17. Matthew Lowe 
18. Paul Richardson 
19. Naoki Imaya 
20. Nathan Reid 


UNDER ASS 


1. JOSEPH MEOLI 
2. MOHSEN DIA 
3. ROSS DIBIASI 
4. MOHAMMED EL-REDA 
5. ONUR GUYSU 
6, GLEN HENRY 
7. TOMCE JANUSEVSKI 
8. MATTHEW JONES 
9. DONNY KULEVSK! 
10. TAREK MADANI 
11. NEIL MELVILLE 
12. GEORGE NASTEVSK! 
13. NICK NIKOLOVSKI 
14. ANDREW SPATA 
15. ANTONIO SARRIS 
16. ROBERT TASSONE 
17. CARLOS VELENZUELA 
COACH: NEIL RHODES 


srAiflayn onnn 


yy PD fAU EOD 


Soccer City | 
Sydney Home Loans 


Home Ground: St George Stadium, 88 Bestic Street, Rockdale 


= 


Team Colours 


Claret & Blue Shirts 
White with Claret/Blue 
Shorts 
Claret Socks 
Coach: Brian Brown 


3.00pm 


1, JAMES WILKINSON 
2. TOM CHARLTON 
3. MAT ENGELE 
4. BRETT MASON 
5. RYAN NOBLE | 
6. MICHAEL CHAMPION 
7. MAT O'DONOHUE 
8. MAT WILLS 
9. NAJ HADDID 
10. MARCUS FROST 
11. FERUCCIO HANZA 
12. TOM QUILTY | 
14. MITCH FRASER 
15. IAN ALBERT-THENET 
16. ROGER GALAYINI 
17. OMAR MAKKI 
18. STEVE BAVEAS 
19. RYAN HALL 


COACH: PHIL MCMULLEN 
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LEAGUE 


1. Dennes Olla 


1. Dean McCreath 2. Adam Dalby 
2. Andre Glucina . 
3. David Tedesco 
3. Sean Robertson : 
. 4. Clint Harrod 
4. Kelvin Foster 3 
: : 5. Eduardo Giraldo 
5. Martin Ranaldi 
: , 6. Hakon Carlsson 
6. Thomaz Mikulski cre 
: 7. Con Paradisis 
7. David Kuhn 8. Cord Tol 
8. Keith Long on na 


9. Mark Beldham 9. Ali Salim 


Team Colours 


Colour Blue with 
White frontal flash 
and Red trim 
Coach: Tony Pezzano 


DOLPHINS 
1. PETER DOUGHENEY 
2. BARRY-JON VAN WYK 
3. ANTHONY SURACE 
4. ADAM WILD 
5. PAUL NERO 
6. TIGRAN HAROUTIOUNIAN 
7. CHRIS STUBBS-MILLS 
8. GAVIN YATES 
9. PAUL HAYDEN 
10. JUSTIN JONES 
11. ANTHONY MARTIN 
12. VINCE BAGNATO 
13. OLIVER GOMM 
14. ANDREW KING 
15. ALEXANDER SCRIVEN 
16. ANTHONY TALLADIRA 
17. STEPHEN VISKI 
21. ADAM FROST 
22, ROBERT WATSON 
COACH: ERIC VAN WYK 


10. Scott McGuire 

12. Marten Jagers 
13. Robert Smithies 
14. Christian Wheeler 
15. Steve Hickman 
16. Matt Godwin 

17. Timothy Wilson 


SUTHERLAND 
1. AMIR AJANOVIC 
2. SCOTT ALLISON 
3. MARC BARIC 
4. DAVID CAVACO 
5, STEVE KAROVSK(I 
6. LEIGH MAGRI 
7. MARK NOSWORTHY 
8. ORIEL PEREZ 
9. DEAN SIMPSON 
10. ANDREW SMITH 
11. TROY SPINK 
12. NATHAN TRAJCEVSKI 
13. ANDREW VRAHAS 
COACH: STEWART PORTER 


10. Matt Merralls 
11. Kris Karanasos 
12. Craig Hobbs 
13. Jimmy Corbo 
14. Malcolm Bideau 
15. Phil Wurth 

16. Dejan Ristovski 
17. Aaron Harris 


DOLPHINS 
1. MICHAEL STEELL 
2. MARK SZEWCZYK 
3. JOHN DRIVAS 
4. CRAIG GOSLING 
5. SHAHAB KARGARIAN, 
6. BOGDSAV DURDEVIC 
7. JAMES SHARKEY 
8. BEN POGUE 
9. WILSON TERUZZI 
10. GARTH MORING 
11. DANIAL NERO 
12. IVAN TOMAS 
13. KIAVASH SEIAR 
14. ASHLEY SHORT 
15. STIVEN KOSTANIC 
16. CHRISTOPHER WATSON 
17. LEE EVERSON 
18. ABRAHAM AROYAN 
19. MILOS MALATINEC 
COACH: GRAEME COHEN 


SUTHERLAND SHIRE 


Team Colours 


White Shirt with Blue trim 
Black Shorts 
Black Socks with 
white band 


Coach: John Lavin 


SUTHERLAND 
1. JONATHAN MCCALLUM 
2. JOE ARCIDIACONO 
3. NATHAN BARRECA 
4. CHRIS CVETKOVSKI 
5. GEORGE GALOUZIS 
6. TIMOTHY JESUS 
7. BEN KASZNIK 
8. RAY KELLY 
9. JOEL KOTAMANIDIS: 
10. JAYSON PETROU 
11, SAM RAFIQUE 
12, JOSE SANCHEZ 
13. MATHEW TOOGOOD 
14. ANDREW WALES 
15. NANA WIAFE 
COACH: ALEX BAIRD 


Manly Warringah Dolphins 


Proudly sponsored by... 


Ericcson Business Phone Centre 


Austral Bricks 


Home Ground: Cromer Park, South Creek Road, Dee Why 
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SUPER LEAGUE ROUND 5 - 


Bonnyrigg 


W/EAGLES 


Team Colours 


Red Shirts-Blue trim 
Blue Shorts-Red trim 
White Socks 
Coach: John Turner 


14, NEHAD MOSHE 


2. DAMIR ABDURAHMANOVIC 


4. JAVIER GELOS 
5. STEVAN ANTONIC 
6. LUKE SALKELD 
7. JOHN DI FRANCESCO 
8. JOVICA NOVAKOVIC 
9. ALEX VESELINOVIC 
10. MATTHEW PEARMAN 
11. FABIAN VEGAS 
12. DANIEL MORIN 
13. BRIAN SMITH 


14, LEON CHARALAMBOUS 


15. DANIEL KUZIOW. 


_ COACH: DANNY BLANUSA 


1. Sasha Bozic 

2. Sasha Utjesenovic 
3. Ben Green 

4. Bobby Dragas 

5. Milan Crnokrak 

6. David Reid 

7. Javier Mancino 

8. David Harding 

9. Leigh Gunn 

10. Johnny Ghisso 

11. Paul Candelori 

12. Tayfun Devrimol 

14. Michael Hawrysiuk 
15. Stewart Van Bentum 
16. James Warburton 
17. Konrad Leski 

18. Rajko Mandic 

19. Aydin Cetinay 

20. Trinity Allen 


PARRAMATTA* 


1. DANIEL FARIAS 
2. ADRIAN MEILAK 
3. DANIEL BORG 
4. DANIEL CELESTINO 
5. BEN SHORT 
6. BRADLEY MOORE 
7. ALEX MUSCAT 
8. DAVID MANSUETO 
9. BOBBY MARANGON 
10. DANIEL MITTIGA 
11. DAMIAN HARDIMAN 
12. DANIEL DI LORETO 
13. EDUARDO CASTRO 
14. DAVID OZACARDI 
15. JEFFREY FONSECA 
20. MICHAEL XUEREB 


COACH: TAM FINLAYSON 


1. Jason Holmes 
2. Scott Xuereb 

3. Geoff Dwyer 

4. Mark Reveley 
5. Malcolm Meilak 
6. Tom Bazdaric 


8. Alex Trpkoski 

9. Adam Anderson 
10. Anthony Mittiga 
11. Nikolce Joseski 
12. George Wakim 
13. Glen Meilak 

14. Stephen Chips 
15. Ben Delicata 
20. Michael Xuereb 


7. Anthony Panzarino 


Team Colours 


Gold & Blue Shirts 
Blue Shorts 
Blue Socks 

Coach: Roberto Viera 


* Please note that the allocated numbers of the Under-21 and Under-18 teams will vary. 


“1. ALL AKBAL 
2. MARKO KLEUT 
3. MANUEL KALLIANIS 
4. MIROSLAV SEKULJICA 
5. ANDREW GADDES 
6. ARIF HUSEYIN 
7. TROY MCCOLL | 


8. WALTER CHIACCHIO. 


9. DARRELL FERNANDES 


10. MICHAEL WEST 
11. SASHA MILOSAVLJEVIC 
; ‘BORG 


Bonnyrigg White Eagles 


would like to thank the following major sponsors for their support ... 
¢ B & S WINDOWS 


¢ KORDEK BROS - REAL ESTATE * LAND DEVELOPMENT 


¢ VISI BOARD INNOVATIVE PACKAGING 
HOME GROUND : SERBIAN CENTRE, LOT 13 SIMPSON RD, BONNYRIGG 


1. PAUL BAYLEY 
2. SIMON VALE 
3. GARY VAN DIGGELE 
4. BENJAMIN MAILER 
5. GREGG JACKSON 
6. ADAM MANSUETO 
7. TROY STONE 
8. SAMUEL NOTT 
9. ALIOUNE NDIAYE 
10. MICHAEL DEBONO 
11. ANTUN BRCIC 
12. DANIEL TOSOLINI 
13. NIKOLA NACOVSKI 
14. MATTHEW OSMAN 
15. SIMON ZAHRA 
16. TUMAY BEHA 
17. NATHAN SPINKS 
20. STEPHEN SALIBA 


COACH: SASHA BOSKOVSKI 
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GRR sSuPER LEAGUE 


Jensen Park - Sunday 6 February - Kick Off 7.00pm 


Fairfield 


1. Zlatko Joseski 1. Dragon Pupovac 
2. Tony Joseski 2. Chris Giometti 

3. Tony Trpceski 3. Phil Treharn 

4. Richard Luksic 4. Damien Luksic 

5. Mark Abi-Arrage 5. Michael Vrankovic 
6. Kire Grozdanovski 6. Salvatore Larocca 
7. Nabil Kodmani 7. George Zabetakis 
8. George Issa 8. Paul Bourke 

9. Goce Trpaski 9. Mark Hoenselaars 


10. Matthew Borg 

11. Darren locca 

14. Roman Nikolic 
15. Michael Cavallaro 


10. Damien Zane 
11. Robert Issa 
12. Michael Lemazina 


13. Anthony Kanaan 16. Milan Savic Team Colour: 
Team Colours 14. Sasho Talevski 20. Sean Cahill eam Colours 
; : 15. Kire Josevski 22. Fernando Pelligrino Blue shirts/white trim 
Red Shirts-Black trim 16. Bryan Raeburn 23. Devrim Huseyin Blue shorts/white trim 


Black Shorts-Red trim 
Red Socks-Black trim 
Coach: Ljube Jancev 


Blue socks/white trim 


17. Hossam Nouh 
18. George Haniotis 
19. Zia Younan 

20. Cem Akili 


Coach: Joe Watson 


BANKSTOWN 
1. CEM AKILI 
2, PANDE NIKOLOVSKI 
3. BEKIM AHMED! 
4. ALEN STAJCIC 
5, DAVID PINTOS 
6. RODNEY LOCK 
7. ALEX ARDONE 
8, NICK MASTLINKOVSKI 
9, ANDREW STRAGYLOS 


BANKSTOWN FAIRFIELD 
1. ANDIAN MARCELINO 1. STEVEN MINOVSK| 
2. ZORAN CVETKOVSKI 2. DALE FILLINGHAM — 
3. STEVE ROLESKI oe os 
7 
Ae eR area 5. HAYDEN SCHNEIDER 
6. BEN SHRIMPYON 
7. STEVEN STEVANOVSKI 
8. CHRIS FALLICO 
9. HASSAN BULLI 


'GON | GERWAGIS 
BERGUES 


10. LARRY TRAJKOVSKI 
11. JOHNNY PARCIO 
12, MARK LANCASTER 
RG: ADAM KURTZ 
13. JOHNNY KAPARIZOV 
16. SEFER YILIDIZ 
17. PAUL PARRAS 
20. TOM BRISKOVSKI 
COACH: ALEN STAJCIC 
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10. MATTHEW POLLARD 
11. CHRIS NESTOROVSKI 
12. JEVAT ASANOSK! 
14. JEHAD KASSEM 
15. ELIAS OCHOA 
16. CARLOS ARANGO 
17. NICK GORGIOSKI 
18. ALBERT CICEK 
19. JOSEPH MALVASO 
20. JOHN ANGELKOVSKI 


BANKSTOWN CITY LIONS 


proudly sponsored by 


Direct Smash Repairs, Bucinski Accounting Enterprises, 
G. Mack & Co (Accounting & Tax Services), 
Reedswain Australia (Soccer Books & Videos), 
D &V Building Supplies, Sas Deli 
Home Ground : Jensen Park, Clapham Road, Sefton 


Match Facts...Match Fact 


NSW Super League Round 4 


Macarthur Rams v 
Leichhardt Tigers 


Bensley Road Sports Complex, 30 January 2000 
Macarthur 1 (Bishop 16’) - Leichhardt 1 (Karavatakis 44’) 
Attendance: 350 


Macarthur: Munsie, Willard, Bourke, O’Shea, McDonald, 
Bentvelzen, Williams, Cummins (Macerola 85’), Newall, Lloyd 
(McAusland 50’), Bishop 


Shots: 6 

Corners: 2 

Fouls: 6 

Booked: Cummins, Williams, Bishop» 


Leichhardt: Woods, Milicevic, Dowling, Galluzzo, Tomasevic, 
Stubbs-Mills, Bruni, Karavatakis, Nicol, M Talcevski (Adioski 60’), 
Y Talcevski (Macolino 75’) 


Shots: 7 

Corners: 3 

Fouls: 6 

Booked: Dowling, Galluzzo 


Super Soccer Rating: 3.5 


Summary: Chad Bishop opened the scoring in the 16th 
minute for the Rams when he powerfully struck a swerving left- 
foot shot past Shaun Woods in the Leichhardt goal. The Tigers 
attacked through the middle of the park but the Rams defence, 
led by the gifted Daniel Cummins, remained impenetrable. A 
switch of tactics late in the first-half saw Les DeCelis’ men spin 
the ball out wide and this game-plan paid dividends when a pin- 
point cross from the left wing by Yane Talcevski was headed in 
off the post by crack Super League striker Steve Karavatakis. 
The second half promised much but failed to deliver. An indi- 
rect free-kick inside the penalty area to the Rams midway 
through the half was wasted by the otherwise excellent Paul 
Bentvelzen. 


Manly Warringah v 
Central Coast 


Cromer Park, 30 January 2000 


Manly Warringah 1 (Smithies, 90’) - Central Coast 3 (Preston 
49’, Byrn 73’ Roberts 85’) 


Attendance: 280 


Manly Warringah: McCreath, Glucina, Robertson, Ranaldi 
(Smithies, 85’), Mikulski (Kuhn,:81’), Long, Beldham, McGuire, 
Jaegers, Wheeler, Pettenon 


Shots: 5 
Corners: 6 
Free kicks: 12 
‘Cautions: - 


Central Coast: Meier, Matthews, Steele, Drysdale, Peaty 
(Marshall, 81’), Preston (Roper, 85’), Knight Jaeger, 86’), Byrn, 
Roberts, Ritchie, Sontag 


Shots: 11 
Corners: 3 

Free kicks: 9 
Cautions: Knight 


Super Soccer rating: 3 


Summary: Central Coast became co-leaders of the Super 
League competition following their comprehensive 3-1 victory 
over Manly Warringah. Playing a brand of football not seen by 
many previous Coasties’ teams, they dominated proceedings with 
Manly Warringah forced to defend under sustained pressure for 
most of the match. However, the Coasties were let down by 
their inability to score in the first half, going into the break 0-0. 
The scoring was opened when Preston beat his defender and 
coolly slotted the ball home from 15 metres out, just four minutes 
into the second half. Manly Warringah had a chance eight min- 
utes later when a header from a corner hit the crossbar with 
‘keeper, Meier, beaten. The Coasties continued to pressure and 
the result was put beyond doubt with two good goals from Byrn 
and Roberts. To their credit, Manly Warringah kept trying, and 
there was a late consolation goal for them from substitute 
Smithies with virtually the last kick of the match. 
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Match Facts...Match Fact 


Sutherland Sharks v 
Bankstown City Lions 


Seymour Shaw Park, 29 January 2000 


Sutherland 0 - Bankstown 4 (S Talevski 4’, Kodmani 22’, G 
Issa 28’, Younan 93’.) 


Attendance: 500 


Sutherland Sharks: Olla, Daley, Harrod, Giraldo, Paradisis, 
Merralls (Karanasis 45), Hobbs (Spink 68), Corbo, Ristovski ( 
Salim 26’), McDonald, Gibson 


Shots: 11 
Corners: 4 
Free Kicks: 20 


Cautions: Ristovski 16’, Gibson 72 


Bankstown City Lions: Joseski, Josevski, Trpcevski, Abi- 
Arrage, Kodmani (R Issa 59’), G Issa, Trposki, Zayne, Lemazina, 
Talevski (Younan 64’), Raeburn (Kannan 77’) 


Shots: 12 
Corners: 14 
Free Kicks: 15 


Cautions: Kodmani 39’ 
Super Soccer Rating: 2 


Summary: With two wins on the trot and with Seymour 
Shaw Stadium looking an absolute picture, Sutherland went into 
this game with great confidence. A large and boisterous crowd 
saw Bankstown take charge very early with Saso Televski scor- 
ing in the 4th minute following Sutherland’s failure to clear the 
ball out of the danger area. Bankstown continued their attack 
with Zayne and Josevski prominent, Josevski making many inci- 
sive runs that left the Sutherland midfield stranded. The second 
goal was a bizarre goal in that a long range shot by Kodmani hit 
the crossbar and bounced down and out into the field of play. 
Play continued with Olla kicking the ball downfield. However, 
the referee on a signal from the assistant referee awarded the 
goal. This stunned Sutherland who seemed to take some time 
to settle again. Bankstown continued their good work and 
allowed G Issa to slot another one past the unfortunate Olla. 
Bankstown continued to attack and Sutherland found them- 
selves under increasing pressure. McDonald was prominent in 
defence for Sutherland and Olla performed well in goals. 
Sutherland withstood the pressure from Bankstown until the 
93rd minute when a poor clearance from Sutherland allowed 
Josevski to get the ball to Kannan who put it in the back of the 
net. 
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Blacktown City v 
Penrith Panthers 


Gabbie Stadium, 29 January 2000 


Blacktown City 5 (Brown 7’, 92’, Hagger 16’, Bennett 80’, 
Kwasnik 93’) - Penrith Panthers 0 


Attendance: 281 


Blacktown City: Greco, Foxe (Riches 36’), Lowe, Langan, 
Bradley, Naoki, Dee, Sermanni, Brown, Richardson (Kwasnik 
81’), Hagger (Bennett 73’) 


Shots: 27 
Corners: 9 
Free kicks: 14 
Cautions: - 


Penrith Panthers: Martin, Casserly, Ackerley (Astone 34’), 
Picken, M Driene (Radic 44’),A Driene, Lewis, Collins, Tehliwec, 
Thomas, Hinton (Crampton 75’) 


Shots: 6 

Corners: 2 

Free kicks: 8 

Cautions: Lewis 27’, Radic 46’,Thomas 51’ 


Super Soccer rating: 4 
< 


Summary: Newcomers Penrith Panthers were comprehen- 
sively beaten by a rampant Blacktown in a lively and, for the 
home supporters at least, a highly entertaining game. Sound 
games from Greg Collins and Bob Casserly for the visitors were 
not enough to stem the Blacktown tide with all players, includ- 
ing their subs, playing superlative football. 


Blacktown took the lead in only the 7th minute, with 
Damien Brown taking advantage of a stray back-pass, and never 
looked back from there - despite Brown missing a hat trick after 
a second half penalty. Mark Hagger scored his first goal for his 
new club and combined well with the irrepressible Naoki Imaya 
up front. Ina fine all-round performance from Blacktown, even 
two of the substitutes scored - an effort which was even more 
impressive in the case of Kwasnik who played for Blacktown’s 
Under 16s last season. 


s...Match Facts... 


Canterbury Marrickville v 
Bonnyrigg White Eagles 


Henson Park, 30 January 2000 


Canterbury Marrickville 5 (Christoforidis ‘1, ‘65, Ferraro ‘42, 
Nikas ‘69, Ilic ‘89) - Bonnyrigg 0 


Attendance: 300 


Canterbury Marrickville: Mikuletic (Bello - Amigo ‘88), 
Raeburn, Fedele, Ilic Mendes, Wells (Oldridge ‘83), Christoforidis, 
Nikas, Markopoulos, Kostopoulos, Ferraro jouanna ‘78) 


Shots: 6 

Corners: 3 

Fouls committed: 13 

Cautions: Fedele (‘30), Wells (‘32), Raeburn (‘75) 

Bonnyrigg: Bozic, Utjesenovic, Green, Dragas, Crnokrak 
(Manchino ‘60), Reid (Harding ‘78), Luff (Cetinay ‘70), Ghisso, 
Devrimol, Hawrysiuk, Van Bentum 


Shots: 8 
Corners: 17 
Fouls committed: 18 


Super Soccer rating: 3 


Summary: An impressive Canterbury-Marrickville outfit took 
the points in this encounter at Henson Park, putting five past a 
Bonnyrigg outfit that had just found some form coming off a 1-0 
victory over Macarthur. 

The first for Canterbury came in the 1st minute, when Steve 
Christoforidis headed home a deadly accurate cross from Joe 
Ferraro after a run down the right.The trend continued and soon 
the Berries were two up after Ferraro converted at the back post 
in the 42nd minute thanks to 

another burst down the side-line - this time it was 
Kostopoulos down the left. Apart from conceding two early goals 
Bonnyrigg did have their fair share of chances but were unable to 
convert, something that was to prove costly in the wash-up. 
Johnny Ghisso and Stewart Van Bentum stood out for the White 
Eagles, both doing their best to put their side back in the match. 
Late in the first half their hopes were renewed by captain Ben 
Green after he converted a goal-mouth melee in the Canterbury 
area. As expected, Bonnyrigg came out firing in the second half 
but to no avail. Steve Christofridis’ nose for goal soon put an end 
to Bonyrigg’s hopes of a win, placing the Berries two up once 
more after he got on the end of a Zoran Illic pass and pounded a 
left foot drive into the back of the net. The Berries made it four 
in the 69th minute when Jimmy Nikas converted, much to the 
delight of the Henson Park crowd. Bonyrigg got a consolation 
goal thanks to a Johnny Ghisso header Iate in the second half but 


What the ratings mean: 
Should have stayed home 


Average game 


A good contest 


We're glad we went 


A real cracker! 


it was all elementary in the end. Zoran Ilic finsihed the scoring 
after slotting in his third goal of the season, delicately placing sub- 
stitute Peter Jouanna’s through ball from the right into the back of 
the net for a 5-2 scoreline. 

The result stands as confirmation that Henson Park is still look- 
ing like the fortress that it was last year for the Berries - with visit- 
ing sides so often leaving empty handed. 


Parramatta Eagles v 
St George 


Melita Stadium, 30 January 2000 


Parramatta Eagles 0 - St George 2 J Bakis 72’,A Markopoulos 
84) : 


Attendance: 620 


Parramatta Eagles: Jason Holmes, Scott Xuereb, Geoff Dwyer 
(Anthony Mittiga 57’), Malcolm Meilak, Mark Reveley, Tom 
Bazdaric, Anthony Panzarino, Alex Trpkoski (Glenn Meilak 85’, 
Adam Anderson, Nikolce Joseski, Stephen Chips 


Shots: 6 
Corners: 4 
Free Kicks: 19 
Cautions: - 


St George: S Algodelis, G Maglis (N Bolianitis 83’, M Kladis, M 
Brennan, M Sevares, C Watson, A Petratos (S Verrender 76’), Jim 
Bakis, Elias Augerinos, Stefan Janic (A Markopoulos 62’) 


Shots: 12 
Corners: 5 
Free kicks: 16 
Cautions: Bakis 


Super Soccer rating: 3 


The Game opened up in a very lively way with both sets of 
players testing out the opposition in a most positive way. 
Parramatta Eagles had the best of the earlier exchanges when they 
tested out Alogdelis between the sticks but he came out with fly- 
ing colours. The teams used two contrasting styles - with the 
Eagles doing a lot of short passes to reach the opposition goals and 
St George with the more direct and robust style and no nonsense 
defence winning the honours at the end of the day. 

At the break, it was considered to be fair that the game at this 
stage was scoreless but once the second half began, the Saints, 
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with their more experienced ex-NSL play- 
ers seemed to slowly but surely be taking 
charge. They were determined to keep 
their tight and well knit defence impass- 
able and, on the other hand, the Eagles 
were beginning to show that the cracks 
that were appearing were more serious 
than one thought. The first goal came 
thanks to Jim Bakis in the 72nd minute, 
more of a solo effort when he got past 
some three defenders and then came face 
to face with Holmes in the Eagles goal 
which gave him no chance to stop Bakis 
from opening his account. The second 
goal was again due to the slack marking of 
the Eagles defenders when the substitute 
Markopoulos who came in and replaced 
Stefan Janic and drifted on to the right 
wing cut through the centre and got past 
Malcolm Meilak and when he came face to 
face with Jason Holmes he slotted the ball 
to his left side. 


A stunning second half from the Central 
Coast side at Cromer Park last weekend 
has earned them a share of top position on 
the Super League ladder going into round 
5. Last years Gold Medal winner Peter 
Preston has started this season like he fin- 
ished last and is again enjoying a purple 
patch in form. Three goals in four games 
for both Preston and ex Breakers striker 
Paul Roberts looks ominous as the Coasties 
travel to Andrews Road Field at Penrith on 
Saturday night to meet the Panthers. 
Penrith have conceeded 14 goals in four 
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matches and have also struggled to score at 
the other end, finding the target just twice. 
Two 5-0 hidings in successive weeks has 
left coach Stan Ackerley scratching his 
head but it doesn’t get any easier for him 
meeting a red hot Coasties side who are on 
a roll. 

Over at Lambert Park fellow league 
leaders the Leichhardt Tigers will be hot to 
trot as they meet the winless Eastern 
Suburbs. Easts struggled badly in front of 
goal last week and their coach John Calleja 
has promised plenty of shooting practice 
for his side during the week. Aschner and 
Deighan squandered numerous chances at 
Ninevah Field and they can’t afford to do 
the same thing against a Tigers side who 
could only manage a draw against the 
Macarthur Rams last week. Top scorer 
Steve Karavatakis is in good form and has 
scored at least one goal in everyone of the 
Tigers games thus far. In last seasons cor- 
responding fixture it was a 6-1 win to the 
Tigers where Karavatakis nailed 5 goals. 
Matty Shepherd will be back for Easts and 
his presence will strengthen a defence 
which has conceeded 7 goals in four out- 
ings. 

Over at St George Stadium this seasons 
surprise packets St George host Blacktown 
City in what looms as a high quality match. 
John Sentas was very happy at his sides 
polished 2-0 win at Melita Stadium last 
week but was cautious in saying this match 
would be ‘very very hard’. Blacktowns last 
trip to St George Stadium was on June 14 
1998 when they beat the home side 2-0 
with skipper Damien Foxe scoring a goal. 
This match won’t be one for the faint 
hearted with Blacktown coming down 
from a 5-0 win and St George looking to 
continue their strong form. Jim Bakis will 
be a key figure for the home side as will 
their skipper Mark Brennan. 

At the Serbian Centre the two Eagles 
meet, Bonnyrigg White Eagles and the 
Parramatta Eagles. John Turner who spent 
last Saturday night at Nineveh Field watch- 
ing Fairfield beat Eastern Suburbs, promis- 
es his side will lift from their disappointing 
showing away to Canterbury last week. 
“Tl be having strong words with the squad 
during the week” promised Turner who 
watched his side concede five goals last 
weekend. Parramatta and Bonnyrigg clash- 
es are typically hard fought and more often 
than not, the crowd is normally treated to 
some entertaining football. In their two 
league meetings last year 13 goals were 
scored, a 41 win to Bonnyrigg at the 
Serbian Centre was followed by a 5-3 win 
to Parramatta at Melita Stadium. Their 


semi-final meeting last year was also an 
entertaining 2 all draw and with Bonnyrigg 
bowing out of that game on penalties 
Turner will surely have his side pumped up 
for a big effort. 

Down Campbelltown way the 
Macarthur Rams have been quietly going 
about their business away from the spot- 
light and thats just the way they like it. 
Despite their one nil loss two weeks back 
at Bonnyrigg their one all draw with the 
Tigers last week was full of merit and 
shows they can match it with any of the 
form sides of the competition. Their oppo- 
sition this Saturday night will be the 
Canterbury side who turned around their 
4-0 loss to St George two weeks back by 
beating Bonnyrigg 5-2 at home last week- 
end. Canterbury inflicted a 1-0 loss on the 
Rams in the corresponding game last year 
via a Zoran Ilic goal but they will have to 
get a grip on their undulating form if they 
are to test the Rams. Chad Bishop contin- 
ues his good form for the Rams and he’ll be 
one to watch for the Berries. 

The bubble burst in a big way for the 
Sharks last weekend when they were 
thrashed by a fired up Bankstown 4-0 at 
home. This week they make the trip over 
to Cromer Park to meet Manly who are also 
coming off a loss. Manly let a good first 
half slip against the Coasties who put three 
through the Dolphins before they got a late 
reply fromer Sydney University striker Rob 
Smithies. In preseason form it was the 
Sharks who beat Manly 2-0 at the 
Narrabeen Fitness Camp but that sort of 
result means little when three competition 
points are at stake. Sutherland continue to 
have trouble with the paperwork sur- 
rounding Swedish midfielder Hakan 
Carlsson but could have inspirational skip- 
per David Tedesco available again if he 
proves his fitness. 

On Sunday evening, all roads lead to 
Jensen Park when the Lions host the Bulls 
in the only game on in Super League. The 
Bulls have never beaten the Lions home or 
away but Joe Watson the Bulls coach did 
say he'll be looking for the three points in 
this important away match. The injury toll 
at Nineveh Field just keeps getting longer 
with Vrankovic, Savic and Giometti all out 
for varying lengths of time and Phil Treharn 
still out suspended. The form of sweeper 
George Zabetakis has been pleasing as has 
Matthew Borg who scored his fifth Super 
League double for the Bulls last week. 
Bankstown enjoyed a 40 thrashing of 
Sutherland last week and remain unbeaten, 
a record coach Lube Jancev is desperate to 
maintain. 

Preview by Greg Stock 


—} 


1st grade table 

Season not Complete 
Leichhardt Tigers 
Central Coast Coasties 
St George Saints 
Canterbury Marrickville 
Bankstown City Lions 
Blacktown City Demons 
Sutherland Sharks 
Parramatta Eagles 
Macarthur Rams 
Fairfield Bulls 
Bonnyrigg White Eagles 
Manly Warringah Dolphins 
Penrith Panthers 
Eastern Suburbs 
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21s table 

Season not Complete 
Penrith Panthers 
Parramatta Eagles 
Central Coast Coasties 
Fairfield Bulls 
Leichhardt Tigers 
Blacktown City Demons 
Canterbury Marrickville 
Macarthur Rams 
Sutherland Sharks 

St George Saints 
Bonnyrigg White Eagles 
Eastern Suburbs 

Manly Warringah Dolphins 
Bankstown City Lions 


Results 


Home Team 
Macarthur Rams v Leichhardt Tigers 
Blacktown City Demons v Penrith Panthers 

Manly Warringah Dolphins v Central Coast Coasties 
Sutherland Sharks v Bankstown City Lions 
Fairfield Bulls v Eastern Suburbs 
Parramatta Eagles v St George Saints 
Canterbury Marrickville v Bonnyrigg White Eagles 


TIPS 


How are our tipping panel faring? Any better than you? 
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Away Team 


Bonnie Mersiades 


Leichhardt v Eastern Suburbs ~~ Leichhardt Draw 
St George v Blacktown Blacktown Draw 
Bonnyrigg v Parramatta Eagles Bonnyrigg Bonnyrigg 


Macarthur v 


Canterbury Marrickville | Canterbury/Marrickville Macarthur 


Penrith v Central Coast Draw Draw 
Manly Warringah v Sutherland Manly Manly 
Bankstown v Fairfield Draw Draw 


Last week 2 2 
Cumulative (28) 12 12 


Paul Goodwin 


D je F A 
1 0 12 6 
1 0 9 3 
0 1 8 2 
0 1 11 8 
2 0 6 1 
1 1 7 2 
0 2 6 11 
2 1 if 4 
2 1 4 3 
0 3 5 8 
0 3 cS) 10 
2 2 4 8 
1 3 2 14 
0 4 i 7 
18s table 
Season not Complete Pa Wi D 
Blacktown City Demons 4 4 0 
Parramatta Eagles 4 3 1 
Leichhardt Tigers 4 3 1 
Fairfield Bulls 4 3 0 
Macarthur Rams 4 2 2 
Bonnyrigg White Eagles 4 1 i 
Central Coast Coasties 4 "| 1 
Eastern Suburbs 4 1 1 
Bankstown City Lions 4 1 1 
Manly Warringah Dolphins 4 1 0 
Penrith Panthers 4 0 3 
St George Saints 4 1 0 
Canterbury Marrickville 4 0 2 
Sutherland Sharks A=7-0 1 
1st Gd Gd 21 
1 1 2 1 
5 0 0 3 
1 3 1 2 
0 4 1 0 
2 0 2 2 
0 2 0 3 
5 2 3 1 
Mark Fowler Greg Stock 
Leichhardt Leichhardt 
Blacktown Draw 
Bonnyrigg Bonnyrigg 
Macarthur Macarthur 
Central Coast — Central Coast 
Manly Draw 
Draw Fairfield 
3 3 
11 16 
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GD Pts 
6 
6 
6 9 
3 9 
5 8 
5 7 
-5 6 
3 5 
1 5 
-3 3 
-5 3 
-4 2 
-12 1 
-6 0 
F A @D 
ome 7; 
oe 11 
7 3) rd 
Qing ad) 
5 ted 3 
54 1 
iieaeak’) 22 
pen 9 -4 
Phar) 5 
5c 36 -1 
34 -1 
ApS uae 
A eT, = 
Any, -3 
d 18 
0 
0 
3 
0 
0 
0 
1 
Stuart Veitch 
Leichhardt 
Blacktown 
Bonnyrigg 
Macarthur 
Central Coast 
Manly 
Draw 
4 
16 
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on 
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The Coaches: 


Les De Celis 


David Hull caught up 
with Les De Celis. 


Along with Blacktown City, Parramatta 
Eagles and Bonnyrigg White Eagles, the 
Leichhardt Tigers make up the NSW Super 
League’s quartet of glamour clubs. 

As a former NSL club, the expectations 
at Leichhardt are high and in the past few 
seasons the team has underachieved, with 
performances not meeting these expecta- 
tions. 

Les De Celis is the experienced grafter, 
with impressive coaching credentials, 
whom the club hopes will improve its for- 
tunes. In his playing career, Les played for 
the now defunct Liverpool Albion and 
Padstow Park, in various divisions of the 
NSW Soccer Federation. During the 1970s 
he coached at Liverpool Albion and took 
them back into the NSW First Division 
dong before the days of the Super League). 
In the early 1980s Les was involved with 
South London clubs, Wimbledon and 
Crystal Palace. 

“I went over there and as well as get- 
ting involved with coaching, I ended up 
becoming involved with sending kids from 
Australia to England. One kid who went to 
Wimbledon was Marty Driene who now 
plays for Penrith.” 

He returned to Australia to coach 
Blacktown United for three years in the Ist 
and 2nd divisions and later Gladesville- 
Hornsby for a further three seasons in 
Second Division. He left Gladesville- 
Hornsby in 1989, when that Association’s 
interest in running a semi-professional 
team had run its course, and it folded its 
senior teams. 

Les then became coach of North Ryde, 
which became Ryde City, and took them 
all the way to the Super League, where 
they played for the last two seasons, up 
until demotion for the 2000 season. 

Les had already stepped down from 
the coaching role before the decision was 
known about Ryde City and, in his words, 
“was happy to spend my weekends watch- 
ing games.” 


The approach from the Tigers then 
came. 

“They rang me out of the blue,” said 
Les. 

Les believes that 68 candidates were 
interviewed for the position. This is signif- 
icant on two counts. Firstly, it shows that 
Leichhardt are serious about attaining suc- 
cess, on and off the field, and more impor- 
tantly, it speaks volumes for the coaching 
credentials of De Celis. 

“I think I was chosen because of my 
ability to get a lot out of individuals. All the 
clubs I’ve been at have never had any 
money. I’ve had to find, develop and moti- 
vate young players to make teams success- 
ful. 

“I became involved with younger kids 
through necessity. Leichhardt saw the 
value in revamping its structure and youth 
policy. It had put in a lot of money for very 
few results, and came to the realisation that 
money is not the only thing to focus on. It 
does play a major part though, I mean two 
players at Leichhardt would equal the 
entire budget at Ryde City, which is a very 
professionally run club. 

“Leichhardt has tended, in the past, to 
go for name players. Since I arrived there 
has been a big shake-out. I am in complete 
control of the playing side of things and, to 
its credit, the club doesn’t interfere. We 
have a team more or less completely full of 
talented youngsters, with a view to the 
future. So far this season, across all grades 
we have had eight wins and a draw, so 
hopefully this a sign of good things. 

“Of the current players, I would name 
Andrew Nicol, as someone who will go 
very far. I brought him from Ryde City. I've 
been patient with him and this is his first 
season in first grade. Andrew Nolan is 
another kid from Ryde and he is also very 
impressive. Michael Galluzzo, from 
Marconi, and a Joey, is outstanding. Steve 
Karavatakis, as captain is inspirational. 
When you have a team of quality players 
my job becomes very easy. 

“I’m a very hands-on coach. I like to 
impart my own ideas and style onto the 


guys. I try to come up with a system to suit 
the players I have. I have changed the style 
of play and the players have adapted to this 
change.” 

It seems as though Leichhardt have the 
structure in place to become successful, 
but will Les provide the magic touch in his 
first season as Leichhardt supremo? 

“I don’t expect we'll win it, but win- 
ning three out of three is a good start, so 
I’m happy - but realistically we’re looking 
at next year and the one after. It’s one 
thing to motivate young players for one-off 
games but over a whole season it is diffi- 
cult. They're not used to the pressure, 
they've never played in a Grand Final every 
week, which is what it is like 

when you're top of the league. We're 
taking every week as it comes.” 

Les appears to be quietly confident 
about his team’s fortunes. He is looking 
toward the future, but if success comes 
sooner it will be savoured. Either way, Les 
will be content to be involved in the game 
he loves. 

“I’m serious about coaching, I give 110 
per cent, but at the end of the day it’s not 
life or death. If I get sacked I won’t die in 
a ditch” 
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MATTHEW DIHM of EASTERN SUBURBS 


by Peter Smith 


For Matthew Dihm, the captaincy of 
Eastern Suburbs is just about his dream 
job. 
Having been a junior at his local club, 
Pagewood, and then a Youth League player 
with then powerhouse NSL club, 
Sydney City, Dihm had traversed many 
kilometres for football before he finally 
returned ‘home’, joining Easts in 1997. 

The big break for the then central 
defender was selection in the Australian 
team for the Under 16 World Cup Gow 
Under 17) held in Scotland in 1989. 
Despite having to Compete for a position 
in the squad with contemporaries such as 
Steve Corica, Mark Schwarzer, Ross Aloisi, 
Zeljko Kalac, Mark Babic and Tony 
Popovic, Dihm not only made the Joeys 
squad but was appointed vice captain, 
playing in all four qualifying games and all 
three finals games. Despite not progress- 
ing 

from the group stage, the Joeys per- 
formed admirably having been drawn in a 
so-called ‘group of death’ alongside 
Germany, Brazil and the USA. Not surpris- 
ingly it was a memorable experience. 

“We had a great time. We played at 
Aberdeen’s Pittodrie ground in front of 
good crowds. It was a great learning expe- 
rience being able to pit yourself against 
some of the world’s best young players. 
The coaches Vic Dalglish and Jimmy 
Rooney taught us a lot too, passing on 
their extensive knowledge of the game. 
The whole experience increased my 
understanding of the game, allowed me to 
become a better player and helped me to 
make the leap to NSL,’ said Dihm. 

Upon his return to Australia, Dihm was 
quickly snapped up by the Leichhardt 
Tigers then still known as APIA. Coach 
Manfred Schaefer, himself a central defend- 
er in his long and distinguished career, 
obviously seeing the potential in the lanky 
youngster. After a couple of seasons plying 
his trade in the Youth League Dihm made 
the step up to National League and played 


16 games for the 
club in the 1991- 
92 season. 
Playing along- 
side such quality 
players like 
Gta hoa m 
Jennings, Rod 
Brown and Jason 
Van Blerk, the 
youngster 
looked to have established 

himself at National League level, when 
APIA was dropped from the National 
League at the end of that season. 

Just as Dihm’s career looked to be put 
on hold, along came another legendary 
Socceroo defender in the shape of 
Wollongong Wolves coach David Ratcliffe 
who immediately saw the ability of the tall 
defender and signed him up. Two seasons 
and 32 appearances later, Dihm, with the 
travel leaving little time for anything else 
and Ratcliffe having departed the scene, 
returned to the Super League with the red, 
white and blues where he remains to this 
day. 

The then Easts coach and a former idol 
of Dihm’s dating back to his Sydney City 
days, Joe Watson, moved Dihm back to 
sweeper and the 27 year old is thriving in 
the position. 

“T really enjoy playing sweeper. I can 
defend without being encumbered with 
the duty of marking and I can get involved 
in attacking play when the moment is 
right. 

“I initially found the pace of the League 
a little slower, with maybe just a little less 
speed and strength required overall. Mind 
you it is still a very good league and this 
year looks to be as even a competition as 
ever.” 

For Easts coach, John Calleja, having 
Dihm in the squad meant the search for a 
suitable candidate to take the captain’s 
armband was a brief one. 

“I have the highest regard for Matthew 
as both a person and a player. He has 
played at the 

highest level in Australia, is respected 


by all the players and leads by example 
both on the pitch and at training,’ said 
Calleja. 

“As far as his playing strengths go he is 
a very hard working, very solid defender. I 
would always back him in a one on one. 
Matthew doesn’t over-elaborate but in say- 
ing that he is still very skillful on the ball 
when required” 

Despite a disappointing season last 
year, a number of informed judges have 
pencilled the club in as one to watch this 
season - despite their slow start to the sea- 
son so far. The club has kept the backbone 
of last year’s team but added some shrewd 
acquisitions including proven goalscorer, 
Jim Aschner, and former Young Socceroo, 
Aaron Holst. 

The captain is amongst those who 
believe the club could be looking at a suc- 
cessful season. 

“We are a very competitive side this 
season. We have a great bunch of lads here 
and we very hopeful of making the semis 
despite our early losses. That is pretty 
much my ambition for the short term - to 
make the top 5. Beyond that I’m just 
happy to be playing for Easts and hon- 
oured to be their captain.” 

Eastern Suburbs could hardly have a 
more apt or proud leader than Matthew 
Dihm as they look to turn the club around 
after the disappointment of 1999. If they 
fail, it won’t be because of lack of enthusi- 
asm and dedication from their local boy 
made good. 


DID YOU KNOW? 


with Greg Stock 


Super Soccer presents a 
regular section on Did You 
Know? which gives Super 
Soccer readers a chance to 
ask our resident expert, 
Greg Stock, anything they 
like about soccer in New 
South Wales. Greg is an 
enthusiastic historian of the 
local game and, along with 
colleagues Andrew Howe 
and Thomas Esamie, helps 
to maintain the statistical , 
section of the Oz Soccer 
web site 
(http://ozsoccer.thehub.com 
au). 


Send your questions to: 

Did you know? 

C/- Super Soccer 

PO Box 6024, Blacktown BC, NSW, 
2148 

or e-mail info@soccernsw.com.au 


If you stump him, we’ll give you a 
complimentary double pass to the 
Super League Grand Final in July! 
Please include your name and address 
with your question. 


Q. Where did Mark and Steve Waugh play their soccer? Is it true 
they played soccer for Australia? 


Mark and Steve Waugh both played their soccer at the now defunct Auburn 
club. Alongside another notable Australian representative in Robbie Slater, 
Mark and Steve Waugh were part of the Auburn under 14s which was 
coached by former English B and Socceroo international Len Quested. 
Mark was a hardworking and solid fullback while Steve was a classy right 
sided midfielder. In fact, Len Quested as coach actually predicted a 
brighter footballing future for Steve Waugh than he did for Robbie Slater. 


Steve did represent Australia at schoolboy level in Brisbane in 1983 in a 
match between the Australian Schoolboys side and the AIS. This match 
followed the State Championships of that year. Another interesting name in 
that particular representative team was Andrew Bernal, later to become a 
Socceroo and now with the Reading club in England. 


What was football’s loss quickly became cricket’s gain when both the 
Waugh brothers decided to concentrate on their cricket around 1984. 


Q. How many Times did the Parramatta Eagles side qualify for the 
top 6 of the NSL? Where did they finish and who knocked 
them out of the Elimination Final? 


The Parramatta Eagles have had two attempts at the National Soccer 
League Semi-Final series. The first came in 1990-1 when the finals were 
based on the top five teams. The Eagles finished 5th with 29 points from 
10 wins, 9 draws and 7 losses. They were drawn against the 4th placed 
side, Marconi, at Parramatta Stadium and were eliminated when the game 
was locked up 3-3 after extra time, and beaten 7-6 on penalties. 
Goalscorers for the Eagles that day were Greg Brown, Aytec Genc and 
Andrew Callanan. 


Two seasons later the Eagles qualified again in sixth spot (the first season of 
the top six semi-final series) with 39 points from 11wins, 6 draws and 9 
losses. They played the Wollongong Wolves home and away losing 0-3 in 
the first leg at Brandon Park, but winning the second 2-1 at Parramatta. 

The two goals came from Gabriel Mendez and Marshall Soper but they 
were not enough and the Eagles were eliminated 2-4 on aggregate. 
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Andrew Howe looks at NSL action. 


Playing just two days after their 
round 18 Australia Day fixtures, 
Canberra Cosmos and 
Gippsland Falcons drew 1-1 at 
Bruce Stadium last Friday. 
Three games were played on 
Saturday: at Parramatta 
Stadium the Power finished on 
top against the Spirit 4-3; the 
Brisbane Strikers rejoined the 
winners list with a 3-1 home vic- 
tory over the Kingz, while in 
Melbourne, Carlton went down 
0-1 to Olympic. On Sunday 
Sydney United and Melbourne 
Knights finished up with a goal 
apiece, the Stallions travelled to 
Adelaide to earn a last gasp 2-2 
draw, Wollongong’s run of eight 
undefeated games ended cour- 
tesy of a 1-2 loss at Perth Oval 
while South Melbourne defeated 
Newcastle 2-0. 


After playing a deferred game against 
Newcastle on Wednesday, South 
Melbourne travel to North Sydney Oval to 
take on the inconsistent Northern Spirit 
on Friday. After losing their 10th game last 
weekend against the Power - only last- 
placed Sydney United have lost more 
games - only the most optimistic Spirit 
fans will be contemplating a final six 


placement now. While for the 
Melbournites, it seems the deferred march 
to the finals has begun. 


Adelaide City Force play their third 
home game in nine days when they face 
the Brisbane Strikers on Friday. Fourth- 
placed Brisbane continue to silence the 
critics who say that their early season win- 
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gain Carlton’s 


ning form would not persist. 
one chilling statistic may get in the 


However, 


Strikers’ way - in nine previous encounters 
against the Force in Adelaide they have yet 
to win and, more strikingly, have never 
scored. 

The remaining Friday game will be 
played across the Tasman when the Kingz 
take on Sydney United. The Kingz have 
not lost at home since November, and with 
the visiting team without an away victory 
all season, a Kingz’ win seems highly prob- 
able. 

Oo n 
Saturday, 
Carlton travel 
to Gippsland in 
an attempt to 


first win in the 
La Trobe Valley. 
A couple of 
weeks ago the 
Falcons had pushed themselves up into a 
position just outside of the six, however 
with two losses and a draw since, hope has 
vanished. In losing their previous two 
games Carlton also are a team down on 
form. 


Saturday. 


Sydney hosts two games on Sunday. 
Perth will visit the Marconi Stadium in an 
attempt to maintain a record which sees 
no Marconi wins in nine previous encoun- 
ters. Second-placed Glory are undoubted- 
ly very strong, and by beating Wollongong 
last weekend despite fielding a vastly 
weakened team, they have shown that 
they really have what it takes to go far this 
season. 

Meanwhile at the Belmore Sports 
Ground first-placed Sydney Olympic will 
be aiming to keep intact a formidable 
home ground record against the Canberra 


Cosmos on Saturday. In four previous 


Sydney meetings, Olympic have won three 
with the other match drawn, scoring nine 
goals to the Cosmos’ one. Olympic have 
not lost at home since early November, 
although the Cosmos themselves in a mini- 
run at the moment - not losing any of their 
previous four games. 
With a recent undefeated streak of 
eight games coming to an end last week- 
end, the Wollongong Wolves host the 
Newcastle Breakers in the NSW steel-city 
derby. The Breakers themselves have only 


.. at the Belmore Sports Ground first- 
placed Sydney Olympic will be aiming to 
keep intact a formidable bome ground 
record against the Canberra Cosmos on 


€« 


recently come off a long run of nine games 
undefeated. 16 previous encounters have 
resulted in six wins to the Wolves and 
three to the Breakers, however in seven 
games played at Brandon Park the Breakers 
have won just once. The Wolves will be 
temporarily farewelling local heroes 
Matthew Horsley and Scott Chipperfield, 
who fly to Chile with the Socceroos the 
following day. 

Parramatta Power will be aiming for 
four wins on the trot when they travel 
interstate to play the struggling Melbourne 
Knights on Sunday. Since taking time off in 
January due to representative commit- 
ments by squad members, the Power have 
been on fire scoring 10 goals and conced- 
ing just three in three games. However, the 
second-last placed Knights have a small 
run of their own going - they are undefeat- 
ed in their previous four games. 


Congratulations... 


Super Soccer had the scoop on Frank Farina’s OAM in last week’s 
Australia Day honours but congratulations are also due to .... 


... to National Technical Director, Les 
Scheinflug, and Chairman of Westfield 
Holdings, Frank Lowy, on being recog- 
nised in last week’s Australia Day hon- 
ours as a Member of the Order of 
Australia (AM) and Companion of the 
Order of Australia (AC) respectively. 

Now National Technical Director 
of Soccer Australia, Les Scheinflug,AM, 
has been involved in football in 
Australia since arriving as a 17 year old 
in 1955 from Germany, joining Sydney 
club Prague that year. He spent seven 
of his 12 seasons with Prague as cap- 
tain and made 11 appearances for the 
Australian team between 1964 and 
1968 for four goals - including 
Australia’s first score in a World Cup 
qualifier. 

Scheinflug took up coaching upon 
retirement in 1972; was 1979 Coach of 
the Year with Marconi; assistant 
national coach to Rale Rasic, Rudi 
Gutendorf and Eddie Thomson; nation- 
al coach from 1981 to 1983; and was 
coach of the national Under 17 and 
Under 20 sides from 1981 until to 
November last year. His crowning 
glory came in November 1999 when 
he guided the Under 17 team (Joeys) 
to the final of the World U17 
Championship, where they missed out 
on the Gold Medal against Brazil after 
a penalty shootout. 

His next assignment is to accom- 
pany national head coach, Frank 
Farina, and the Socceroos to Chile and 
Hungary to give them the benefit of 
his experience and expertise. 


Frank Lowy, 
AC, AO, is best 
known as 


Chairman of the 
corporate giant, 
Westfield, but 
he is also a dri- 
ving force 
behind Hakoah. 

His AC - 
which is the 
het gvh-'e ‘st 
Australian hon- 
Our - was given for service to the com- 
munity through the development of 
the property industry and expansion 
of the retail sector in Australia and 
internationally, and as philanthropist 
committed to the support of wide 
ranging social and cultural endeay- 
ours. 

Lowy stands out in the group of dis- 
placed persons and migrants to 
Australia who fled the misery of 
Eastern Europe after World War II and 
helped build the cosmopolitan and 
dynamic Australia we enjoy today. 
They toiled to start again, with many 
Starting businesses, and many of the 
businesses became empires. 

Lowy, from Hungary, used savings 
from his job as a delivery driver to 
form a partnership with the late John 
Saunders to buy a delicatessen in the 
outer Sydney suburb of Blacktown. 
They opened a shopping centre in 
1958, launching the Westfield empire. 
The rest, as they say, is legend. 

But like many of Australia’s ‘new 


arrivals’ of that era, Frank Lowy had a 
love of football and was instrumental 
in building Hakoah, which later meta- 
morphosed into the great Sydney City. 
At 69 years, he is still actively involved 
with the Hakoah Club in Sydney’s east- 
ern suburbs. 


Congratulations to both Les 
Scheinflug, AM, and Frank Lowy, AC, 
AO. 


OUT THERE 


Last week, we published a story on 
Keeping the Customer Satisfied which 
rated Super League and NSL clubs on 
various aspects of customer service. 
Although rated 4/5, Leichhardt Tigers 
wete disappointed by the point they 
were deducted by writer, David Hull, 
in terms of contactability. Their 
President, Tony Raciti writes: 


“Allow me to inform your readers that 
we are extremely contactable - our 
“home” and registered office is the 
Apia Club premises located at 
Camperdown - open 24 hours, seven 
days a week. As well I am extremely 
contactable on mobile number 0419 
407 400. 


.... We are the only club in the NSW 
Super League that has three full-time 
administrators ...” 


W LIN IN ER 


Steve Rosier of Jamison Town is the winner of our Super Soccer Blooper competition. His was the first entry opened to identify 
correctly the Blacktown and Eastern Suburbs squads as their 1998 teams. Steve has a genuine AC Fiorentina shirt - courtesy of the 
Socceroo captain, Paul Okon - on the way to him! 
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SEARCHING FOR SOCC 


Fred Legget caught up with three candidates for the above title. 


Marconi wing back, Chad 
Gibson strolls through the 
rear entrance of Club 
Marconi, and scores of 
female teenage heads 
turn his way. Whispers 
and smiles are exchanged 
by the young girls who 
fix their eyes on their 
hero as he walks up to a 
young girl and plants a 
kiss on ber cheek, and 
shakes hands with her 
father. 


Mouths open, and eyes stretch as per- 
haps a shade of jealousy enters some 
minds. It may be “just another day at the 
office” for one of Marconi’s resident 
‘spunks’, but already Chad Gibson has 
built up a following amongst Marconi’s 
growing young female fans. 

As 14 year old Stallions fan, Stephanie 
puts it, “He’s just gorgeous, he’s my hero. 
He’s not just a great player but he’s 
absolutely brilliant with the fans, and he 
always comes up and says hello,” 

Marconi’s million dollar marketing 
campaign’s success is perhaps most evi- 
denced by the number of teenage female 
fans that appear to have flocked to the 
club in the south western Sydney suburb 
of Bossley Park. Many teenage beauties 
who come from all over Sydney to attend 
Club Marconi’s popular Equinox Disco, 
which takes place later on Sunday match 
nights, now pass the early part of the 
evening watching the club’s NSL team, 
much to the delight of players and long 
time supporters alike! 

Said one long time soccer supporter, 
“Sometimes it’s difficult concentrating on 
the game. I reckon the switch from 
Saturday to Sunday football was the best 
thing that the club could have done. There 
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is always an array of beautiful girls at the 
ground now.” 

Not that Chad Gibson would ever be 
distracted by mere looks alone though. 

The former 23 year old St George 
junior views intelligence and poise as a 
couple of the most attributable character- 
istics that would form part of his dream 
woman, and Chad nominates Eyra Banks, 
the Afro American model as the lady closest 
to his image of the ‘perfect woman’ 

Chad’s perfect woman however, has yet 
to appear on the horizon, as the dead ball 
expert admits to being footloose and fancy 
free at the moment, and unaware of the 
adulation showered on him by the teenage 
Marconi fans, 


“To be honest, Ive 
never noticed what you 
suggest, if it does exist. 
We've got lots of fans 
and whether they are 
female or male, young or 
not so young, I am 
aware that without 
them I wouldn’t have a 
job and always find time 
to speak to them. At the 
end of the day, they are 
the people who pay our 
wages. Their opinions 
are important, and I 
think it is essential that 


players 
listen to the views of 
the paying public, 


whether they be young 
attractive girls or grey- 
ing grandfathers.” 

Wise, diplomatic 
words from Chad, who 
joined Marconi from 
Sydney United two sea- 
sons ago, after a stint in 
Malaysia with Johore . 

Chad looks back on 
that time in Malaysia as a 
valuable learning expe- 
rience. 

“I wouldn’t trade 
\ that period in Malaysia 
for anything. I had a 
great time there and I 
grew up a lot during my stint there. I had 
to do everything for myself, and I think 
that once you live overseas on your own 
you really appreciate how much Australia 
really has to offer” 

Another young bachelor who is a rela- 
tive newcomer to the hurly burly of 
Marconi life is Danny Invincibile. 

Danny, who is 20, is also high up on the 
“most wanted’ list of many of their young 
female fans, but he laughs off any ques- 
tions thrown his way about him being 
viewed as a football “sex symbol.” 

Ever the gentleman, the Brisbane born 
player discreetly sidesteps any questions 
regarding whether he has any current 


ER’s MOST ELIGIBLE .... 


Danny Invincibile 


“love interests” preferring to steer the con- 
versation back to matters soccer related, 
rather than related to matters of the heart. 

Danny is having an outstanding season 
for Marconi, and has adapted to his switch 
from Brisbane to Sydney with ease. 

“T stayed in Leichhardt with a couple 
of family friends I knew when I first came 
down, and it was fantastic; Sydney is lot 
more cosmopolitan than Brisbane. I really 
enjoyed the cafe atmosphere, but I moved 
further out when my flatmates moved. 
There are so many places in Sydney that 
you can go to any night of the week, and 
although as a professional athlete you have 
to be very focussed, it still is a great place.” 

Danny is happy at Marconi but like the 
vast majority of players would like to try 
his luck overseas if the opportunity arose. 


woman are close to 
that of team mate 
Chad Gibson. 

Intelligence, the 
ability to be a good 
conversationalist 
and a great person- 
ality rank higher 
than any pre con- 
ceived ideas of 
beauty for this obvi- 
ous sensitive new 
age guy. 

The third mem- 
ber of Marconi’s 
“most eligible” is 
midfielder Christian 
Care. 


“I love playing 
for Marconi who 


are one of the most * 


professional clubs 
in Australia, but I 
think 99% of play- 
ers would like to 
play in Europe if 
the opportunity 
came their way. 
I’m not in a hurry, 
however, and Ill 
see what the future 
offers.” 

Danny’s sultry 
good Latin looks 
are much appreci- 
ated by his off field 
admirers, and his 
views of an ideal 


Chad Gibson 


20 year old Christian, like his fellow 
Aries star sign counterpart Danny 
Invincibile swears blind that he is not 
presently romantically linked, but judging 
by the admiring glances that are thrown 
his way as he walks through Club Marconi, 
that appears to be only a temporary mea- 
sure! 

In fact one rumour goes (quickly 
denied, it must be said, by Christian) that 
Christian is the most popular player 
amongst Marconi’s famed “Stallionettes” 
cheerleader squad, and that his success in 
last season’s supporters player of the year 
vote was as much a result of his good looks 
as his football ability. 

Oh well, us mere mortals can only 
dream that we would be so similarly dis- 
criminated against! 


be it! 


www.  eeeuiaiena com.au 


gender 


TECHNOLO GHTES 


..from page 6 


at. 

He also feels that maybe the complete 
return to a regionalised NSL might be time- 
ly, given the costs involved. 

Play-offs among the State League win- 
ners are one of his suggestions and also 
participation in an Asian Super League 
could be very exciting for, perhaps, the top 
club in each State. 

Like Sobczyk, Pilovski has never played 
NSL and believes that the NSW competi- 
tions hold the key to our future. 

“NSW Soccer is like one big family and 
we all enjoy watching and being involved 
in the different divisions,” he enthused. 

“As long as the clubs who play in sum- 
mer have lights and shelter, I know I'll sup- 
port it and so will many of my friends. “ 

“But I don’t want to sit out in the sun 
or on the grass when it’s raining; I do 
expect some covered seating and later 
kick offs to fully enjoy summer soccer, he 
concluded. 

What Pilovski really advocates rather 
than a Second Division, which he feels will 
not work nationally, is a Sheffield Shield 
style inter-State competition with no 
restrictions on eligibility. 

“I think NSW v Victoria or Queensland, 
with the best players from those States, 
would draw huge crowds and the whole 
of the public would be able to support the 
teams. “ 

“How many people outside their own 
community want to go and watch, for 
instance, Melbourne Knights play Sydney 
United?,” he asks. 

Paul Carter, player-coach last season of 
promoted St George, and a former NSL 
defender, feels that a summer Super 
League or Second Division should act as a 
springboard to the NSL. 

“If there is a Second Division then I 
don’t think we need Super League to be in 
summer as well,” he opined. 

“NSL coaches need to be able to look 
at players and they can’t do that if the 
clubs are all playing at the same time,” he 
went on. 

“Players need to have something to 
A chance to further their 
careers by moving up to NSL and another 


strive for. 


summer division would give them that as 


long as there is promotion and relegation. 

That is a common theme among most 
players and coaches. 

Among the coaching ranks John Turner 
of Bonnyrigg White Eagles and John Sentas 
of newly promoted St George were both 
keen advocates of the move to summer 
soccer. 

They did, however, anticipate that pro- 
motion would need to be part of it to make 
it appetising to players and spectators. 

>From a players’ point of view, they 
said, it will be a chance to get promotion 
for themselves, if not via their own club 
then with another more ambitious one. 

John Turner takes up the cause: 

“The time of year doesn’t matter to me. 
What matters is that the players should 
have the chance to play at the highest level 
possible. “ 

The team would attract the better play- 
ers with a Second Division being formed. 

“And that is good for the players and 
good from my point of view as a coach. I 
want to coach at the highest level possible, 
just as the players want to play at the high- 
est level too,” Turner went on. 

“But I don’t think there should be more 
than 12 teams,” he volunteered. 

“!m sure we'd manage the extra 
expenses providing there was the prospect 
of further advancement. If there was no 
promotion or relegation any team in a 
Second Division would just be going for a 
consolation prize.” 

Turner was very positive about sum- 
mer soccer in Super League. 

“No matter what happens with the NSL 
we should go ahead as the pitches will be 
better and we can provide a higher stan- 
dard on such pitches, for the spectators, 
were his final words on the subject. 

John Sentas, the new coach of St 
George, believes that if the NSL goes ahead 
with a Second Division then the Super 
League should stick to the winter months. 

“I don’t believe you can promote three 
divisions, but you certainly can promote 
two,” he stressed. 

Sentas was referring to the marketing 
of the game here. 

“Referee numbers would be a problem 
for a start; at least quality referees? he 
chuckled. 

Having said that, Sentas is very much in 


favour of more summer soccer than the 
status quo. 

“If the clubs can afford it and promo- 
tion and relegation are assured, then it will 
work,” he reiterated. 

“It’s a good thing for the players, espe- 
cially. They will be noticed more than 
when they are playing in the Super League 
and could be in line for representative hon- 
ours and a chance to attract overseas inter- 
est. 

Sentas has no doubt that his own club 


St George will want to be a part of all that. 


St George continues to grow as a club 
with strong ties to the district again, and 
some wealthy backers who want them 
back in the national competition. If they 
don’t get that far immediately, then a 
strengthened Super League may be the 
next best thing. 

We'll leave the final word to soccer 
administrator Frank Martin, until recently 
the General Manager of Sydney Olympic. 

On the NSW decision to switch to sum- 
mer soccer he felt it was for the clubs 
themselves to decide if the game at this 
level would be advanced by such a change. 
He then spoke about the NSL proposals. 

“No, it’s not time to consider a Second 
Division at all, in my opinion,” he declared. 

“We can’t even get the Premier 
Division sorted out properly. And I’m sure 
we haven't heard the end of the story (or 
even the beginning of the end of the story) 
from the clubs to be axed yet! 

“They talked about the NRL getting it 
right, and sure they did all the right things 
by getting the clubs to agree to the pro- 
posed axings but then they still face a 
court battle with Souths (albeit round 1 
went to the NRL). 

“But Soccer Australia got NO consensus 
from the stakeholders to reduce the com- 
petition to 12 teams. Just a David Hill style 
-‘cop this... . 
be’. 

“Whilst I had a great deal of time for 
Hill - he was a leader, without any decent 
troops - his style of implementation left 


this is how it is going to 


much to be desired in its delivery. Now 
there is NO leader. And the same old polit- 
ical strategists that have been around since 
before the Stewart Report. ..... 
look how far we have advanced since 
then!!! “ Martin concluded. 


and 
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Media Watch 


SPORT 


Goals galore — 


in epic derby 


N 
MIKE COCKERILL 
Parramatta Stadium 


LOCAL pride went the way of 
Parramatta Power after an epic 
4-3 victory over the Northern 
Spirit in the first-ever derby match 
at Parramatta Stadium last night, 

One of the most cx ine eames of 
the season finished with a desperately 
needed victory for the home side, 
whose fading title hopes have been 
restored after their third win ina week. 

It was a close thing, Three times the 
Power led, and three times they 
squandered their advantage within a 
few minutes, 

Fortunatel 
Mitchell, their fourth goal — scored 
by Mile Sterjoyski — proved enough, 

In many ways, this was a match 
neither side deserved to lose, 

Both Mitchell and his counterpart 
Graham Arnold, aware of the urgency 
of the situation, made little attempt to 
disguise their attacking intentions, 

draw, quite clearly, would have 
satisfied neither side, 

Happily, that meant the 8,000 fans 
got plenty of value for their money, 

For, Arnold, that will be scant 
consolation, 

A coach who has been an out 
spoken critic of refereeing standards 
over the past few weeks will not want 
to watch a television replay which 
suggests Power midfielder Steve Berry 
handled the ball inside his own area 
late In the game, a charge Berry later 
denied, 

Instead of possibly receiving a 
penalty, all the Spirit got was a 


jorner, 
Arnold, too, will feel his team might 
have done enough to at least grab a 


raw, 

‘That they fell short of their objective 
was largely due to some suicidal 
defending = a charge which Mitchell 
might also lay at the feet of his own 
players, 

Indeed, all seven goals could be 
partly attributed to ordinary 


for coach David 


™ Michael Lynch reports Sydney 
Olympic regained the lead on the NSL 
table with a 1-0 win over Carlton last 
night, Last season’s top scorer Pablo 


DUSTFLIES: Robbie Slater turns on the power last night. 


defending, both inside and outside 
the area, 

The tone was set after 10 minutes 
when Parramatta skipper Richard 
Plesa bent his free kic! 
edge of the area and Joel Griffiths, 


Socceroo 


towards the 


Cardozo, this week called up into t.. 
wad for February’stour of 
Chile, celebrated his inclusion by 
netting the only goal of the game in 
the 73rd minute. 

The deciding goal came from a 
Marcus Phillips cross, The midfielder 
picked the ball up wide on the left, 
dummied Carlton central defender 
David McPherson, and sent in a cross 
which Cardozo, unmarked, had the 


25m) at Parramatta 

Referee: M Shields. 
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tere: Simon Micallef, 
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Late goal helps Stallions escape with draw 


NSL ROUND-UP 


An 85th-minute goal last night 
allowed the Marcont Stallions to 
equalise with Adelaide Force and 
retain their place in the six, 

~ The Force, playing at home, 
had Jed 2-1 at half-time. 

Also last night, an under- 
manned Perth Glory produced 
an upset 2-1 win over second- 

laced Wollongong Wolves at 
erth Oval. 

The Glory led 1-0 at half-time 
courtesy of a goal to Peter Buljan 
and the Wolves were in trouble 
just after the break, forced to play 
one man short when Efala Masi 
was sent off, 


Jason Petkovie was brilliantin 
goal for the Glory, keeping the 
home side in the game early on. 

Scott Chipperfield was the 
Wolves’ only scorer, right on 90 
minutes with Alistair Edwards 
earlier sealing the result for Perth. 

At Bob Jane Stadium, South 
Melbourne beat Neweastle 2-0, 

On Saturday, the goals rained 
at Parramatta Stadium as the 
Power scored an exciting 4-3 win 
over Northern Spirit. It was their 
third victory on the trot, 

“To pick up three wins ina 
week is tremendous,” said coach 
Dave Mitchell, "Tt has put us 
back on track.” 

However, Spirit coach Graham 
Arnold must have been cursing 
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his defenders throughout the 
game after they allowed 
Parramatta to score all four of 
their goals from set plays, 

“It’s a total lack of discipline 
and it’s cost us not only tonight 
but at vital times this season,” he 
said. 

The game got off to a flying 
start with four goals in the first 25 
minutes, Joel Griffiths set the ball 
rolling when he headed Richard 
Plesa’s long free kick past Spirit 
keeper John Perosh, 

But within two minutes, the 
Spirit were level when David Seal 
needed two attempts to put the ball 
past Power keeper Mike Gibson. 

Griffiths restored Power’s lead 
four minutes later when he rose 


to glance home another header, 
this time from Michael Santalab’s 
inswinging corner. 

But the Spirit got back on level 
terms again, Matthew Langdon 
scoring after his innocent-looking 
cross was missed by Seal and 
wrongfooted Gibson, with the 
ball sneaking inside the far post, 

Soon after half-time, the game 
swung back in Power's favour 
when Santilab scored with a free 
header from 6m from Walter 
Ardoni’s free kick. 

Two minutes later the Spirit 
equalised, this time Seal finding 
space at the back post to head 
home Luke Casserley’s free kick. 

But again the Spirit defence was 
guilty at a set piece , this time in the 


54th minute, A corner was only 
half-cleared and Perosh blocked 
Steve Berry’s attempted shot, but 
the ball fell nicely for Mile 
Sterjovski, who tapped it home. 
Also at the weekend Sydney 
Olympic edged out Carlton 1-0 at 
Melbourne’s Olympic Park, with 
Pablo Cardozo seoring. a 
Sydney Olympic coach Branko 
a was happy with the result 
after the 2-0 loss a; th 
Melbourne three days earlier. 
“Happy with the result, yes, but 
not the standard,”* Culina e 
said, The Brisbane Strikers 
returned to the top six withan 
emphatic 3-1 victory over 
Auckland Kingz. 
AAP 


Media Watch 


How important is the media 
to Australian football? 


Very - according to most. 


While the Prime Minister may tell us 
that “market forces” work, that’s not quite 
the case when it comes to sport and 
media. After all, market forces would mean 
that there would be greater prominence 
and recognition given to soccer in the 
Australian media if it was just a matter “of 
how many people played the game, and 
how many people were interested in the 
game. 

Instead, media interests have a signifi- 
cant impact. We need look no further than 
the Other Super League debacle in rugby 


Soccer Australia sends 
Negus a $6500 red card 


It is alleged Negus, who was a 


drive the popularity and prominence of 
both games. 

Those involved in Super League clubs 
and competition work hard each week just 
to get results in newspapers, or rate a men- 
tion elsewhere, but unfortunately, State- 
based competition is at the ‘bottom of the 
food chain’ when it comes to reporting on 
soccer. 

Not even the national team gets the 
prominence it deserves when you consider 
that we play a game which 200 other coun- 
tries play; is the world’s most popular 
sport; is the world’s richest sport; and no 
less than six of our Australian footballers 
in 1999's 
Review Weekly’ Sportspersons’ 
Rich List (Bosnich, Kewell, 
Viduka, Okon, Moore, Vidmar). 


figured ‘Business 


RAY 
DAVID TANNER 


GEORGE Negus has been identified 
as the former Soccer Australia com- 
missioner who has been asked to 
repay $6500 in allegedly unauthor- 
ised mobile phone charges and credit 
card transactions. 

However, the television journalist 
last night vehemently denied that he 
improperly used the credit card and 
the phone, saying that he had been 
authorised to use them after he 
resigned from the organisation’s 
board. 

Soccer Australia sources con- 
\firmed that a letter requesting pay- 
unent had been sent to Negus’s home 
on the NSW north coast on Thurs- 
day ‘ x bsequently faxed to 
N 4 Hs “ 


i 


league for that. 


But for those ‘Super 


Soccer Australia board member for 
3'/2 years, continued to use the SA 
mobile phone and credit card after 
he had resigned from the board early 
in 1999. 

Speaking from Italy, Negus saidall 
inquiries about the matter should be 
directed to Soccer Australia chair- 
man Basil Scarsella. 

“This is ridiculous. If I've been 
using Soccer Australia’s credit card 
and mobile phone without their 
authorisation, how come it has taken 
12 months to find out.” 

“T’ve certainly done nothing to hide 
their use.” 

“Ask Basil Scarsella, the chairman 
of Soccer Australia. It was his idea.” 

Continued —Page 2 


ee 


Super Soccer takes a sum- 
mary look at how some of the 
Australian mainstream media 
Over the 


coming months, we will be 


reports our game. 


looking at specialist and local 
media also. 

If you’ve got media stories - 
good or bad - you’d like to share 
with us, please write to us at 
The Editor, ‘Super Soccer’, PO 
Box 6024, Blacktown BC, NSW, 


2148 or e-mail editor@soccernsw.com.au 


Soccer’ readers young enough to remem- 
ber cricket before Channel 9 and AFL 
(then VFL) before Channel 7, you will also 
know that the respective media helped 


The Big Guns 


As part of their ten-year contract with 
Soccer Australia, Channel Seven televise 
Socceroo games. 

While Channel Seven should be 
applauded for bringing the Socceroos to 
television sets across Australia, their cover- 
age leaves a lot to be desired. Particularly 
annoying are the advertisement breaks 
during the match. For example, during the 
Socceroos v World XI match in June 1999, 
a goal was scored during an advertisement 
break and bewildered viewers returned to 
the game and wondered why on earth the 
World XI were leading Australia 1-0! 

Apart from the informed commentary 
of Paul Williams and Michael Cockerill, the 
rest of Channel Seven’s on-air team have an 
This 
includes the likes of Bruce McAvaney, 
Tracey Holmes, David Fordham, and Mark 
Beretta. 


inadequate knowledge of soccer. 


Seven’s resident expert, Paul 
Wade, is not up to standard either because 
he often makes irrelevant and, arguably, 
questionable comments. For example, dur- 
ing the Australia v Brazil match at Stadium 
Australia in November of last year, Wade’s 
call on Craig Moore’s tackles as “nothing 
short of disgraceful” were unfair and basi- 
cally wrong. 

Our view? If Seven want an Australian 
soccer expert who can express himself 
well and makes very perceptive remarks, 
they can do no better than SBS’ Andy 
Harper. 

Traditionally, Channel Nine has treated 
soccer coverage with great disrespect 
(save for the George Negus-organised 
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Media Watch 


Australia Green v Australia Gold series). It 
seems that only soccer hooliganism fea- 
tures in Nine’s evening news or weekend 
sports shows. 

When the AFL Footy Show featured 
Eddie Krncevic some time ago, it was akin 
to watching a bearded lady at the local cir- 
cus, such is the rarity of a soccer personal- 
ity on the Nine Network. However, to 
Channel Nine’s credit, they did go to air 
with some well constructed and factually 
correct stories on the Olyroos during the 
recent Four-Nation Tournament in 
Adelaide. 

Channel Ten’s Sports Tonight does OK 
with their soccer coverage. A results ser- 
vice is always provided but match high- 
lights are far too brief. 

The Toyota World Sports Show on SBS 
briefly covers the day’s major happenings 
in local and world soccer while Sunday’s 
On The Ball panel show needs more of 
Andy Harper and possibly a little less of 
some of the regular faces of SBS soccer. 
Freelancer Paul Williams is the star of SBS’ 
soccer team. His story on the poaching of 
New South Wales youngsters by Leeds 
United in 1999, is in one of the best soccer 
stories in the history of Australian football 
television. 

Every Sunday evening, you can catch a 
highlights package of the NSL on ABC TV. 
The games covered are those played on 
Friday and Saturday of the current round 
and the Sunday of the previous round. 
While not as professional a product as the 
English Premier League show, ABC do a 
fairly good job in terms of production. 
Steve Robilliard and Alan Hunter present 
as a well-balanced commentary team, 
although Big Al is heard to brand quite a 
lot in the NSL as “world class”. 

Congratulations must go to ABC for 
coverage of the 1999 Under-17 World Cup 
which included a live telecast of the final 
between the Joeys and Brazil. 
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The Written Press 


The Sydney Morning Herald (SMH) is a 
good source of news on NSL Clubs and 
overseas Aussies although they tend to 
jump the gun when reporting on Australian 
players having signed on the dotted line 
with overseas Clubs. For example, in the 
SMH of 19 January 2000, Mike Cockerill 
wrote that Joey Scott McDonald had signed 
for English Club Southampton. However, 
according to Southampton officials 
McDonald had not signed with their Club 
but there had been talks between the two 
parties. 

The other major paper in the Fairfax 
stable is Melbourne’s The Age. The report- 
ing of soccer in this newspaper has rapidly 
gone downhill since the departures of 
Mike Reid and Patrick Mangan from the 
Head Soccer Writer’s position. Verdict - 
don’t bother. 

The paper, The 
Australian, aside from NSL match reports, 


News Limited 
on a daily basis, averages two overseas sto- 
ries to one local story. The Australian’s 
Soccer Writer, Ray Gatt, has recently how- 
ever, managed to leak a few names on the 
upcoming Socceroo tour of Chile. He also 
reported ‘exclusively’ on the weekend of 
alleged inappropriate spending by a for- 
mer Soccer Australia Commissioner: con- 
sidering he also wrote that Soccer Australia 
was “tight lipped” on this issue, one can 
only assume that Gatt is the beneficiary of 
a selective leak from inside the Soccer 
Australia headquarters. 

The other News Limited paper is the 
tabloid Daily Telegraph, with Chief Soccer 
Writer, John Taylor, and his offsider, David 
Lewis. Again, coverage is variable which is 
due to the Sports Editor’s view of the level 
of interest in football, rather than a lack of 
effort on the part of Taylor and Lewis. 


Following Marconi’s loss to Canberra in 
Round 16, Stallions Coach Eddie Krncevic 
was interviewed on 2KY’s Big Sports 
Breakfast program. It seemed that all the 
presenters had in front of them were the 
results of Round 16 and it was clear that no 
research had been done for the interview, 
hence questions such as “What happened?” 
and “Who do you play next?” 

Similarly, talk of the Olyroos defeat by 
South Korea on January 15 was completely 
devoid of any soccer, or for that matter, 
sporting knowledge. 

Other than paid or contra advertising, it 
is not common to hear anything about soc- 
cer on the airwaves. 

Should the soccer community be 
happy with coverage for coverage’s sake or 
should we demand more preparation 
before soccer interviews go over the air- 


waves? 


g 
Internet News Feed 
Z 
Services 


Luckily for Australian soccer fans, the 
Australian Associated Press (AAP) frame of 
the http://www.sportcentral.com.au is a 
welcome addition to this country’s soccer 
media. Match reports from NSL games, 
transfer news, national team squads etc are 
all available on this website and the great 
thing is that AAP update their website 
whenever news breaks. 

www.abc.net.au/news/sport/soccer/ is 
not quite as thorough (in terms of number 
of stories and frequency of updates) as AAP 
but still a recommended source of 


Australian soccer news. 


SUPER SOCCER CROSSWORD 
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JemeEEeewe 1. Who is the coach of the 
ine Pt Wollongong Wolves? (two 


17 words) 

3. Which NSL team is coached 

by Eddie Krncevic? 

5. Who was the NSL Player of 
the Year in the 1994-1995 
season? (two words) 

. Which Dutch club does 
Zeljko Kalac play for? 

11. Where do the Macarthur 
Rams play their home 
games? (two words) 

16. Which club does Allesandro 
Del Piero play for? 

17. Which country won the 
1994 World Cup? 


~“N 


2. What nationality is Zinedine Zidane? 


4. Which current Gippsland Falcons player scored a goal against Canada in 
Sydney in 1993? (two words) 

6. Which club were the 1997-1998 NSL Champions? (two words) 

8. Which club does Roberto Carlos play for? (two words) 

9. Which country hosted the 1990 World Cup? 

10. Which club did Steve Horvat most recently play for? (two words) 
12. Perth Glory forward Bobby 

13. Which Super League club is coached by John Xipolitas? 

14. Parramatta Eagles goalkeeper. (two words) 

15. Which NSL club does Troy Halpin play for? (two words) 

18. Who wears the number 8 jersey for Bankstown? (two words) 

19. Which country did the Socceroos defeat 4 - 1 in 1988? 

20. Which country does Ronald De Boer play for? 
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This week we devote considerable space and thought to the issue 
of ‘Summer Soccer’ and the proposed Second Division NSL, which 
we also touched on last week. It’s one of the most significant issues 
facing soccer in New South Wales in the forseeable future. 


As you will see from Paul Goodwin’s compilation of views in the 
article which starts on page 4, there are as many opinions on the 
value of ‘Summer Soccer’ and an NSL Second Division as there is on 
an individual game of football! 


There is no right or wrong answer in this debate although, prima 
facie, a Second Division NSL would appear to place added pressure 
on a summer State-based competition. The Victorian and NSW State 
federations can point to the fact that they announced a move to a 
summer competition well before the Soccer Australia Board pro- 
posed a Second Division NSL, but the national body has, arguably, 
pulled the rug out from under the feet of the two largest State fed- 
erations in doing so. 


There is a range of issues to be considered in running a three-tier 
competition over summer, but the impact of such a move has to be 
measured in terms of the pool of players’ available, supporters and 
the breadth and quantum of business support. 


Of all the States, NSW may well be best-placed to support two divi- 
sions of NSL and a summer State-based competition. But what 
would it mean for other, smaller States? Are we developing enough 
talented youngsters? Are we adequately addressing the attrition that 
is so common amongst boys in particular from about the ages of 12- 
14 years? 


While it can be accepted that the different competitions have dif- 
ferent supporters, another key question is whether this is viable in 
the long-term. Are we supporters of the code, or are we supporters 
of a team? Other sports - particularly AFL and Rugby League - would 
tend to suggest that we are, first and foremost, supporters of a team; 
that it is a sense of ‘tribalism’ (in a positive sense) which principally 
binds us, rather than the game itself (other than when Australia 
plays). 


Finally, the NSL still does not have a naming rights sponsor and it’s 
the premier domestic competition in this country. A naming rights 
sponsor is not easy to come by at any level of competition: so how 
will the code cope with three summer competitions? Indeed, how 
will individual clubs cope financially, potentially moving between 
NSL First and Second Division, and also at a possibly reduced stan- 
dard of competition in ‘Summer Soccer’? 


The answer could well be that we'll never, never know if we don’t 
have a go! 


In the meantime - enjoy your football, and good luck to the 


Socceroos in their first match in the four-nations tournament in 
Chile against the host nation next Wednesday. 


Bonnie Mersiades 
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GAMES IN NSW 
THIS WEEK 


Super League 2000 and NSL games this week 


Friday 4 February 
Northern Spirit v South Melbourne, North Sydney Oval, 7.30pm 


Saturday 5 February 

Leichhardt v Eastern Suburbs, Lambert Park - 7.00pm, 5.00pm (21s), 3.00pm (18s) 

St George v Blacktown City, St George Stadium - 7.00pm, 5.00pm (21s), 3.00pm (18s) 
Macarthur Rams v Canterbury Marrickville, Lynwood Park - 7.00pm, 5.00pm (21s), 3.00pm (18s) 
Penrith v Central Coast, Andrews Road Field - 7.00pm, 5.00pm (21s), 3.00pm (18s) 

Manly Warringah v Sutherland Sharks, Cromer Park - 6.00pm, 4.00pm (21s) 

Bonnyrigg v Parramatta Eagles, Serbian Centre - 7.00pm, 5.00pm (21s), 3.00pm (18s) 
Bankstown v Fairfield Bulls, Jensen Park - 5.00pm (18s) 


Sunday 6 February 

Bankstown v Fairfield Bulls, Jensen Park - 6.00pm, 4.00pm (21s) 
Manly Warringah v Sutherland Sharks, Cromer Park - 5.00pm (18s) 
Marconi v Perth Glory, Marconi Stadium 

Sydney Olympic v Canberra Cosmos, Belmore Stadium 
Wollongong Wolves v Newcastle, Brandon Park 


GAMES NEXT WEEK 

Saturday 12 February 

Penrith Panthers v Sutherland Sharks, Andrews Road Field, 7.00pm* * 
Fairfield Bulls v Manly Warringah, Nineveh Field, 7.00pm 

Central Coast v St George, Pluim Park, 7.00pm 

Blacktown v Bonnyrigg, Gabbie Stadium, 7.00pm 


Sunday 13 February 

Parramatta Eagles v Macarthur, Melita Stadium, 7.00pm 
Canterbury Marrickville v Leichhardt, Henson Park, 7.00pm 
Eastern Suburbs v Bankstown City, David Phillips Field, 6.00pm 


Super Leasue 2000 


admission prices 


4. cduits 
Concessions: 
16 & under: 
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